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Conservation Crop Rotation
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What is Conservation Crop Rotation?

Conservation Crop Rotation is the practice of growing crops in a planned, reocurring sequence on the same field.

Purposes

This practice may be applied as part of a resource management system to support one or more of the following:

· Reduce sheet and rill erosion

· Reduce irrigation-induced erosion

· Reduce soil erosion from wind

· Maintain or improve soil organic matter content

· Manage deficient or excess plant nutrients

· Improve water use efficiency

· Manage saline seeps

· Manage plant pests (weeds, insects, and diseases)

· Provide food for domestic livestock

· Provide food and cover for wildlife

Where Used

This practice applies to all cropland and other land where crops are grown in a recurring sequence.  Practice does not apply to pastureland, hayland, or other land uses where crops are grown occasionally only to facilitate renovation or re-establishment of perennial vegetation.
Conservation Management Systems

Conservation Crop Rotation is utilized as a component of a resource management system. Other management and structural practices are utilized in resource management planning to address the natural resource concerns identified during the planning process.

Practice Specifications

Practice specifications are provided to ensure that the planned crop rotation meets the resource needs and the producer's objectives. 

General Specifications


Crops shall be grown in a planned, recurring sequence as outlined on Specification Worksheet.  Biomass produced by the crops will be maintained during the critical period to meet the practice purpose identified during the planning process.

Operation and Maintenance

In areas where summer fallow is practiced, the decision to plant a crop or fallow shall be made annually based on soil moisture at planting time.  Fields shall be fallow only when soil moisture is not adequate to produce a crop.  If moisture supply is adequate but limited, short-season shallow rooted crops shall be selected and grown.  Deep-rooted crops shall follow shallow rooted crops in subsequent years, if needed to utilize all plant available water in the root zone.


	Farm:
	Tract(s):
	Field(s):


	Practice purpose (check one or more that apply)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	1
	Reduce sheet and rill erosion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	6
	Improve water use efficiency

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	2
	Reduce irrigation induced erosion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	7
	Manage saline seeps

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	3
	Reduce soil erosion from wind
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	8
	Manage plant pests (weeds, insects and diseases)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	4
	Maintain or improve soil organic matter content
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	9
	Provide food for domestic livestock

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	5
	Manage deficient or excess plant nutrients
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	10
	Provide food and cover for wildlife


	Practice Specifications

	Field

(ac)
	Year
	Crop
	Soil loss
	Critical biomass level to meet practice purpose
	Critical retention period

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Substitute Crops:

	

	Additional Specifications and Notes:

	

	

	

	

	Soil Conditioning Index (SCI) 
	 Calculated SCI value:

	Notes concerning soil quality:

*SCI provides an indication of the soil condition trend based on planned management.  Positive values indicate an upward trend.  Negative values indicate a downward trend.  The values are based on how crops and management affect soil organic matter content.  Negative Values for each factor should be treated so all values are positive and indicate an upward trend.



Draw or sketch the field, indicate field location and acres.  

Other relevant information, such as complementary practices or adjacent field or tract conditions should be included. 

Scale 1” = ______ ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size = ½” by ½ “)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Perform the following operations and maintenance:



	· Review the crop rotation whenever the production system changes substantially, 

	or at least every (     ) years.

	· Maintain mitigation techniques identified in the plan in order to ensure continued effectiveness.

	

	

	Additional Specifications and Notes

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center (202) 720 - 2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (202) 720-5964 (Voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Conservation Crop Rotation (328) Specification Guide





Conservation Crop Rotation (328) -  Job Sketch
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