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Contour Orchard & Other Fruit Areas

Washington Conservation Practice Job Sheet
331

	Operator       
	Planner       
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Definition

Planting orchards, vineyards, or small fruits so that all cultural operations are done on the contour.

Purpose
Contour orchards and other fruit areas: 

· Reduces soil erosion

· Reduce water loss.

Where used

Contour orchards and other fruit areas appliy on sloping land whereorchards, vineyards, small fruit or nut crops are to be established. Contour orchards and other fruit areas are most effective on slopes between 2 and 10 percent. This practice is not well suited to rolling topography having a high degree of slope irregularity because of the difficulty meeting row grade criteria. .

Resource management system

Contour orchards and other fruit areas are normally established as part of a resource management system for a conservation management unit.  Contour orchards and other fruit areas are concurrently applied with other practices such as cover crops, and various buffer practices. 



Operation and maintenance

Maintenance needed for this practice includes:

· Performing all cultural operations on the contour between tree or vine rows

· Periodic inspection and repairs to runoff water outlets

· Protecting uphill and downhill farm roads from erosion, and

· Maintaining adequate vegetative cover to control erosion.

Specifications
Plans and specifications are to be prepared for each field.  List the planned grades for tree or vine rows and the allowable deviation from the contour for the planting pattern on each field. Specify the location of water disposal practices.  Site-specific requirements are listed on the specification guide.

Additional provisions are entered on the job sketch sheet.  Specifications are prepared in accordance with the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. See practice standard Contour Orchard and Other Fruit Areas , practice code 331.

Contour Orchards and Other Fruit Areas – WA Specification Sheet
	Operator       
	Planner      

	Farm      
	Tract      
	Fields      

	
	


	Purpose (check all that apply)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reduce soil erosion
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Reduce water loss


	 Site Information

	 
	Planned
	Applied

	Soil Series (phase)
	     
	Row Grade (%)
	     
	     

	Soil Hydrologic Group
	     
	Row Length
	     
	     

	Precipitation (in)
	     
	Pc and Ps (RUSLE)
	     
	     

	Conservation Cover (%)
	     
	Soil Loss (T/A/Y)

(RUSLE)
	     
	     


	Supporting Practices

	(see appropriate job sheet/specification)
	Planned
	Applied

	Access Road (560)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Grassed Waterway (412)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Cover Crop (340)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Field border(386
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Terrace (600)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



	Site Preparation

	Provide markers on grades that will maintain crop rows (for each crop) at designed grades. Row markers may be field boundaries, an area left untilled near or on an original contour baseline, or other readily identifiable, continuos, lasting marker.  Additional requirements:         


	Operation and Maintenance

	Perform all cultural operations parallel to contour between tree or vine rows. 

Periodically inspect and repair runoff water outlets.

Protect uphill and downhill farm roads from erosion,

Maintain adequate vegetative cover to control erosion.

Additional requirements:       


Contour Orchard and Other Fruit  Areas - 331 – WA Job Sketch

If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included.

Scale 1"=_      ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Additional Specifications and Notes:

	     


The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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