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A PARTIAL LIST OF VEGETATIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF COMMON WESTERN WASHINGTON AND OREGON PASTURE AND HAYLAND GRASSES & GRASSLIKE PLANTS

STEMS "BENT" LIGULE ('COLLAR') SHORT ** LEAVES ROUGH ON EDGES HAIRY STEMS/LEAVES LEAF BACK HAS DISTINCT CENTRAL RIDGE
Bentgrasses (most) Canada Bluegrass European Beachgrass Bromes (often) Bluegrasses

Crabgrass Fescues Fine Fescues California or Poverty Oatgrass Meadow Foxtail

Creeping Velvetgrass Meadow Barley Meadow Foxtail Common Velvetgrass Rice Cutgrass

Meadow Barley Quackgrass Rice Cutgrass Crabgrass Ryegrasses

Silver Hairgrass Saltgrass Rough-stalked Bluegrass Creeping Velvetgrass (nodes) Timothy

Tall Oatgrass (often) Wildryes Saltgrass Dune Wildrye (fine on leaves)

Water foxtail Tall Fescue Meadow Barley (sometimes/Ivs) LEAVES RELATIVELY BROAD

LIGULE MEDIUM **

Tufted Hairgrass

Prairie Junegrass

Annual Ryegrass

LEAVES STRONGLY ROLLED Annual Bluegrass Western Mannagrass Quackgrass (usually) Bristlegrasses

Annual Fescues Bentgrasses Sweet Vernalgrass (usually) Bromes

Fine Fescues Bromes PROW-SHAPED LEAF TIP Tall Oatgrass (sometimes) Crabgrass

Seashore Bluegrass Bulbous Bluegrass Bluegrasses Yellow Bristlegrass (at base) European Beachgrass
Silver Hairgrass Crabgrasses Orchardgrass Meadow Barley

Tufted Hairgrass (often)

Crested Dogtail

Prairie Junegrass

SOD-FORMING

Meadow Fescue

Kentucky Bluegrass (usually)

Western Mannagrass

Bentgrasses

Meadow Foxtail

FLAT LEAF SHEATH

Meadow Foxtail

Canada Bluegrass (often)

Orchardgrass

Annual Bluegrass

Prairie Junegrass

AURICLES ("EARS") PRESENT*

Creeping Velvetgrass

Quackgrass

Barnyardgrass

Ryegrasses

Blue Wildrye

Dune Wildrye

Reed Canarygrass

Canada Bluegrass

Seashore Bluegrass

Bromes (some)

European Beachgrass

Rice Cutgrass

Fowl Bluegrass

Tall Oatgrass

Dune Wildrye (often)

Fine fescues (sometimes)

Sloughgrass

Kentucky Bluegrass Timothy Meadow Fescue (no hairs) Kentucky Bluegrass Tall Fescue
Orchardgrass Velvetgrasses Quackgrass Quackgrass Tall Oatgrass
Perennial Ryegrass (turf types) Ryegrasses Reed Canarygrass Timothy

Rough-stalked Bluegrass

LIGULE LONG **

Tall Fescue (hairs)

Rice Cutgrass

Velvetgrasses

Western Mannagrass

European Beachgrass

Saltgrass

Western Mannagrass

Yellow Bristlegrass

Fowl Bluegrass

LEAVES GROW UP THE STEM

Seashore Bluegrass

Wildrye(s)

Orchardgrass

(rather than just from base)

Western Mannagrass

CLOSED LEAF SHEATH

Reed Canarygrass

(all seedhead stems will do this)

NODES ON STEMS HAIRY

Bromes Rough-stalked Bluegrass Bentgrasses STEM BULBLIKE @ BASE Creeping Velvetgrass

Mannagrass Silver Hairgrass Bluegrass, Rough-Stalked Bulbous Bluegrass Rice Cutgrass

Orchardgrass Sloughgrass Bristlegrasses Tall Oatgrass (often) Tall Oatgrass (often)
Sweet Vernalgrass Bromes Timothy

LEAVES SHINY (usually) Tufted Hairgrass Crabgrass PLANT ANNUAL

Fine Fescues (with high nitrogen) Water Foxtail Foxtails SEEDS SEEM DIRECTLY Annual bluegrass

Kentucky Bluegrass Western Mannagrass Meadow Barley ATTACHED TO MAIN STEM Annual bromes

Ryegrasses Quackgrass Bristlegrasses Annual fescues

Tall Fescue LIGULE POINTED Reed Canarygrass Dogtail Annual Ryegrass (often lives 2-3 years)

Tall Oatgrass (stem only) European Beachgrass Rice Cutgrass European Beachgrass Barnyardgrass
Orchardgrass (often) Saltgrass Junegrass Bristlegrasses

STEMS ROOT @ LOWER NODES Reed Canarygrass (usually) Sloughgrass Meadow Barley Crabgrass

Crabgrass Rough-stalked Bluegrass Tall Oatgrass Meadow Foxtail Silver Hairgrass

Creeping Bentgrass Sloughgrass Timothy Quackgrass Sloughgrass

Fowl Bluegrass Tufted Hairgrass Western Mannagrass Ryegrasses Cereals ***

Meadow Foxtail Water foxtail Sloughgrass

Tall Oatgrass Western Mannagrass NO LIGULE Sweet Vernalgrass NO COLLAR

Barnyardgrass Timothy Rushes
LIGULE A FRINGE OF HAIRS LONG HAIRS @ COLLARS Woodrush Velvetgrasses Sedges
Bristlegrasses Alaska Bromegrass Water Foxtail Woodrush

CA & Poverty Oatgrasses Bristlegrasses STEMS SOLID (not hollow) Wildryes (2-3 spikelets/node)
California or Poverty Oatgrass Rushes

LIGULE HAIRY Saltgrass Saltgrass * Auricles may be gone on older leaves

Seashore Bluegrass Sweet Vernalgrass Sedges ** This characteristic may change on fall regrowth
Woodrush (no real collar) Woodrush *** for characteristics, see back of page




Common Name

Scientific Name

HABITAT *

NUMBER OF FLORETS (FLOWERS) PER SPIKELET

Barnyardgrass Echinochloa crusgalli , T, W 1 3 MISC. CHARACTERISTICS
Barley, Meadow Hordeum brachyantherum , T, W Bentgrasses Sweet Vernalgrass "M" constriction on upper part of leaf-Bromes
Beachgrass, European Ammophila arenaria Meadow & Water Foxtail Orchardgrass and sometimes Quackgrass
Bentgrass, Colonial Agrostis tenuis (capillaris) type ,T,W,P Barnyardgrass Wildrye
Bentgrass, Creeping Agrostis stolonifera type ,T,W,P Reed Canarygrass Fescues "Crinkles" on upper leaf - Orchardgrass &
Bentgrass, Redtop Agrostis alba type ,T,W,P (really 3, 2 very small) Junegrass Annual Bluegrass

T, W

Bluegrass, Annual

Poa annua

Timothy

Reed Canarygrass

Bluegrass, Bulbous

Poa bulbosa

Sloughgrass

Crested Dogtail

Stems hollow, easily crushed - Tall Oatgrass

u

S

S

u

u

u

u

u
Bluegrass, Canada Poa compressa urT Crabgrass (really 2, 1 sterile)  Bluegrasses
Bluegrass, Fowl Poa palustris T, W Rice Cutgrass Saltgrass Leaves wide, usually wrap 180 degrees
Bluegrass, Kentucky Poa pratensis urT European Beachgrass Meadow Barley around stem - Timothy & Tall Oatgrass
Bluegrass, Rough-Stalked Poa trivialis urT CA & Poverty Oatgrasses Barley (Meadow foxtail narrower than 180 degrees)
Bluegrass, Seashore Poa macrantha S Oats
Bristlegrass, Green Setaria viridis U 2 Wheat Seedhead branches "palmate" - Crabgrass
Bristlegrass, Yellow Setaria lutescens U Hairgrass (Aira)
Brome, Alaska Bromus sitchensis urT Tall Oatgrass 3+ Cobwebby hairs @ seed bases -
Brome, Annual & Perennial Bromus spp. U Tufted Hairgrass Bromes all bluegrasses except Canada bluegrass &
Canarygrass, Reed Phalaris arundinacea V), T, W Wildrye Orchardgrass Annual bluegrass
Crabgrass Digitaria sanguinalis & ischaemum U(san),TW(isc) Fescues Wildrye
Crested Dogtail Cynosaurus cristatus U Velvetgrasses Fescues No awns on spikelets - Bluegrasses
Fescue, Annual Vulpia spp. urT Junegrass Western Mannagrass
Fescue, Fine Festuca rubra (usually) urT Dogtail Prairie Junegrass Leaves have twist - Quackgrass (often)
Fescue, Meadow Festuca pratensis UT, W, P Bluegrasses Quackgrass - sometimes other species
Fescue, Tall Schedonorus phoenix (Festuca arundinacea) U T, W Saltgrass Ryegrasses
Foxtail, Meadow Alopecurus pratensis V), T, W Bristlegrasses Bluegrasses Seedhead florets have "bulblets" -
Foxtail, Water Alopecurus geniculatus w CA & Poverty Oatgrasses Saltgrass Bulbous Bluegrass
Hairgrass, Silver Aira caryophyllea U T, W Oats Cereal Rye
Hairgrass, Tufted Deschampsia cespitosa w Wheat Wheat
Mannagrass, Western Glyceria occidentalis w
Oatgrass, California or poverty Danthonia californica or spicata P
Oatgrass, Tall Arrhenatherum elatius P,U CEREAL ID CHARACTERISTICS
Orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata urT SPECIES LIGULE LENGTH AURICLE PRESENT? PLANT HAIRY?
Prairie Junegrass Koelaria cristata P Barley short yes, long no
Quackgrass Elymus repens urT Cereal Rye short yes, short yes (very short hairs)
Rice Cutgrass Leersia oryzoides w Oats long no no
Ryegrass, Annual Lolium perenne v. multiflorum UT Wheat medium yes, short, narrow, hairy no
Ryegrass, Perennial Lolium perenne urT
Saltgrass, Seashore Distichlis stricta S
Sloughgrass Beckmannia syzigachne w * Typical Habitat:
Sweet Vernalgrass Anthoxanthum odoratum U T, W U = Upland
Timothy Phleum pratense T, W S = Saline areas
Velvetgrass, Common Holcus lanatus U T, W T = Transition between U and W
Velvetgrass, Creeping Holcus mollis U T, W W = Wetland
Wildrye, Blue Elymus glaucus U P = Prairie native species
Wildrye, Dune Elymus mollis S - Usually found only with native veg.
Rushes Juncus spp. (not a grass!) U T, W
Sedges Carex spp. (not a grass!) UT,W,S,P Note: many annual species
Woodrush Luzula campestris (not a grass!) U will occur in wetlands

during dry seasons

Cereals:
Barley Hordeum vulgare UuT,S Developed by:
Cereal Rye Secale cereale T, W Marty Chaney, Pasture Management Specialist
Oats Avena sativa UT, W USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Wheat Triticum vulgare U T Olympia, WA 6/7/02
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Barnyardgrass Echinochloa crusgalli X X X UTWwW 1
Barley, Meadow 'Hordeum brachyantherum X | ] \ \ x| \ \ X X X X ] S, TW .3
Beachgrass, European Ammophila arenaria X X X X X X X S 1
Bentgrass, Colonial \Agrostis capillaris (tenuis) X | \ \ x| \ \ X X \ \ | utwp 1
Bentgrass, Creeping Agrostis stolonifera X X X X X U,T,W,P 1
Bentgrass, Redtop \Agrostis stolonifera (alba) X | ] \ \ x| \ \ X X \ \ | uTwp 1
Bluegrass, Annual Poa annua X X X X X U, T,W 2,3+
Bluegrass, Bulbous Poa bulbosa | ] | | o Ix| | ]| x| | | X X ] u 23+
Bluegrass, Canada Poa compressa X X X X X u,T 2,3+
Bluegrass, Fowl 'Poa palustris | X X o I x] [ X \ | | ] X ] W L 23+
Bluegrass, Kentucky Poa pratensis X X X X X X uT 2,3+
Bluegrass, Rough-Stalked Poa trivialis | X \ \ X x XX X || X | uT 23+
Bluegrass, Seashore Poa macrantha X X X X X X S 2,3+
Bristlegrass, Green ‘Setaria viridis ] ] | Cox x| | | x| o X | X o u 2
Bristlegrass, Yellow Setaria lutescens X X X X X X X U 2
Brome, Alaska ‘Bromus sitchensis | X \ \ x| x \ XX X \ X | uT - 3+
Brome, Annual & Perennial Bromus spp. X X X X X X X U 3+
Canarygrass, Reed ‘Phalaris arundinacea | | ] \ \ I x I x \ \ X X \ X L uTw 13
Crabgrass Digitaria sanguinalis & ischaemum X X X X X X X U(san), TW(isc) 1
Crested Dogtail 'Cynosaurus cristatus | | \ \ x| \ \ \ | | X \ | U .3
Fescue, Annual Vulpia spp. X X X U,T 2,3,3+
Fescue, Fine ‘Festuca rubra (usually) XX \ X X \ \ | X \ \ ] uT 2,33+
Fescue, Meadow Festuca pratensis X X X U, T,W,P 2,3,3+
e A N
' arundinacea) X X X X X U, T,W 2,3,3+
Foxtail, Meadow Alopecurus pratensis X X X X X X X V), TW 1
Foxtail, Water 'Alopecurus geniculatus X | ] \ \ I x I x \ \ X | ] X \ ] w 1
Hairgrass, Silver Aira caryophyllea X X X X U, T,W 2
Hairgrass, Tufted 'Deschampsia cespitosa X \ \ I xx] ox \ \ | | \ \ | w -2
Mannagrass, Western Glyceria occidentalis X X X X X X X X X w 3+
Oatgrass, California or poverty ‘Danthonia californica or spicata | | ] \ I G N S \ \ \ | X \ \ ] P 12
Oatgrass, Tall Arrhenatherum elatius X X X X X X X X X P,U 2
Orchardgrass ‘Dactylis glomerata | XX \ \ I xx X \ | | \ X | uT 33+
Prairie Junegrass Koelaria cristata X X X X P 3+
Quackgrass Elymus repens 3 A A S S B E A B X X T
Rice Cutgrass Leersia oryzoides X X X X X X w 1
Ryegrass, Annual 'Lolium perenne v. multiflorum | o x \ o x]  ] \ X | | X X X X uT - 3+
Ryegrass, Perennial Lolium perenne X X X X X X uT 3+
Saltgrass, Seashore Distichlis stricta ] o | | x| X x| | XX x| | | o s 23
Sloughgrass Beckmannia syzigachne X X X X X X w 1
Sweet Vernalgrass 'Anthoxanthum odoratum XX X X UTW 3
Timothy Phleum pratense X X X X X X W 1
Velvetgrass, Common Holcus lanatus ] ] | | T I x || | | | ] x| X | X o utw 2
Velvetgrass, Creeping Holcus mollis X X X X X X U,T,W 2
Wildrye, Blue Elymus glaucus N ™S O I X x U 23
Wildrye, Dune Elymus mollis X X X X X X S 2,3,3+
Rushes Juncus spp. (not a grass!) X X UTWwW
Sedges Carex spp. (not a grass!) X X U,T,W,S,P
Woodrush Luzula campestris (not a grass!) X X X X U
Cereals:
Barley Hordeum vulgare X X X UrT,S
Cereal Rye Secale cereale X X X X T, W
Oats Avena sativa X X UT, W
Wheat Triticum vulgare X X X uT

Developed by: Marty Chaney, USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service, Olympia, WA 6/5/2002
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Bentgrass, Colonial Agrostis capillaris (tenuis) I X X X 2-5 1-2 X 1 June-July [ M | UTW,P,LF, LpH
Bentgrass, Redtop Agrostis gigantea (alba) | X X 3-8 2-6 X 1 June-July L U,T,W,P
Bentgrass, Creeping Agrostis stolonifera I X X X 3-6 X[ X 1 June-July | M [ U TW,P,LF, LpH |Leaf axils viviparous
Hairgrass, Silver Aira caryophyllea I [ X X 0.5 X 1-4 X 2 April U, T,W,P
Foxtail, Water Alopecurus geniculatus I X X 2-6 X 3-5 X X 1 May-June L W Sheath often inflated
Foxtail. Meadow Sheath often inflated, doesn't overlap
' Alopecurus pratensis | X X X X[ X 3-10 2-6 X | X X 1 April-May L (U), T,W in front
Beachgrass, European Ammophila arenaria I X X X 2-4 X 10-25 X X 1 June-August| H S Seeds with cobwebby base
Vernalgrass, Annual Anthoxanthum aristatum I | X X 2.0 0.5-2 X April-May U, T,LF, LpH [Seedhead has long awns
Vernalgrass, Sweet Anthoxanthum odoratum I X X 3-7 2-3 X X X 3 March-April U,T,W, LF, LpH
Oatarass. Tall Awns on seedhead sharply bent,
9 ' Arrhenatherum elatius I X X X X X | X 4-8 1-2 X | X X 2 May-June u, P stems hollow & shiny
Sloughgrass Beckmannia syzigachne N | X X X X 5-10 X | X 6-11 X 1 June-July L W Compressed spikelets
Brome, Annual Bromus hordeaceus I [ X X X X X 2-5 0.5-1.5 X 3+ April-May U
Brome, Alaska Bromus sitchensis N X X X X | 7-15 2-8 X X 3+ April-May U, T Spikelets flattened
Bluejoint Calamagrostis canadensis N X X X 3-8 3-10 July-August W Seedhead has sharply bent awns
Sedges Carex spp. (not a grass!) N X X X U, T,W,S,P Stems 3-angled
Lower leaf sheath yellowish-brown,
Dogtail, Crested seedhead looks like a Chesapeake
Cynosaurus cristatus I X X X | 1.5-2.5 0.8-1.5 X X 3 May-June U, LF, LpH retriever tail
Doatail. Annual Sheaths inflated, seedheads crowded
gl Cynosaurus echinatus I X X 2-5 2-7 2 May-July U, LF, LpH and one-sided
Orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata I X | X X | X[ X 3-11 X 3-9 3,3+ | April-May L U,T,P Ligule whitish
CritgiEes, CENBITE ©F [Vl Danthonia californica or spicata N X X 2-4 | X 0.5 X 1,2 May-June P, LF Upper sides of leaves hairy (spicata)
Hairgrass, Tufted Deschampsia cespitosa N X X 1.5-3 X 3-8 2 June-July [ H W Seedheads purplish, leaves stiff
Crabarass Seedheads palmate, warm-season
9 Digitaria sanguinalis & ischaemum | | | X X X X 4-6 1 X | X 1 July-August U(san),TW(isc) |grass
Saltarass. Seashore Leave 2-ranked (in one
9 ’ Distichlis stricta N X X X| X 1.5-8 0.5 X X 2,3 | July-August [ H S plane)&sharply pointed & stiff
Barnyardgrass Echinochloa crusgalli I | X x < X 4-16 | x X 1 July-August u,T,wW Warm-season grass
Wildrye, Blue Elymus glaucus N X X X | 5-10 0.5-1.5 X X 12,3,3+| May-June | M U Collar often purple
Wildrye, Dune Elymus mollis N X X X [ 6-15 1 X X 12,3,3+] June-July S
Slender Wheatgrass Elymus trachycaulus N
Quackgrass Elymus repens I X | X X X X | 5-10 0.3-0.5 X X | 3+ June-July [ H U, T,W,P Tough, wiry rhizomes
Fescue, Hard Festuca brevipila | X 0.8-1.2 0.1-0.5 May-June U,T
Fescue, Roemer's Festuca idahoensis spp. roemeri N X X <1 X 10.3-0.6 May-June u,T Old sheath shreds and persists
Fescue, Fine Festuca rubra (usually) I/N X X X X 1-15 X 0.5 2,3,3+| May-June | M u,T Sheath closed for 3/4 of length
Mannagrass, Western Glyceria occidentalis N X X X | X X[ X 4-8 X 5-12 X 3+ June? L W Spikelets cylindrical in X-section
Velvetgrass, Common Holcus lanatus | X X | 3-10 X 1-2 X 2 May-June | H | U T,W,P,LF,LpH |Awn on floret is curved like a fishhook
Velvetgrass, Creeping Holcus mollis I X X X | X 3-10 2-4 X 2 June U,T,W Awn on floret is bent
Barley, Meadow Hordeum brachyantherum N X X X 3-8 0.5 X X 3 June-July H S, TW
Rushes Juncus spp. (not a grass!) N/| X |Y/N X X X June-July |L-H U, T,W,S,P Stem round, species variable
Prairie Junegrass Koelaria macrantha (cristata) N X X | X X 1-2 X | 0.5-2 X X | 3+ May P
Rice Cutgrass Leersia oryzoides N X X X| X]| X X 6-10 1 1 July-August W
Ryegrass, Perennial floret unawned, more florets/spikelet
Lolium perenne | X[ X X]| X X 3-4 1.5 X X | 3+ April-May H U,T,W than annual ryegrass
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Ryegrass, Annual Lolium perenne v. multiflorum I [ X X X | X 4-8 0.5-1.5 X X | 3+ Apri-May | M UTWwW florets awned, can live 2-3 years
Darnel Lolium temulentum | x X X 3-10 1-15 X X April-May UT.LF ilviﬁnse exceeds the spiklet, very long
Woodrush Luzula spp. (not a grass!) N/I X X | X X April-May U
Canarvarass. Reed Leaf frees from sheath at different
ygrass, Phalaris arundinacea | X X X 7-17 X 9-10 13 | June-July | M (U),T.W levels
Timothy Phleum pratense | X X X 4-8 2-3 X1 X 1 June L W
Bluegrass, Annual Poa annua I [ X X X | X X X | X 1.5-4 X 1.2-1.8 2,3+ Feb-May U,TW Leaf cross-wrinkled, ligule white
Bluegrass, Bulbous Poa bulbosa I X 1-2.5 1-3 X 2,3+ | March-April U AU SERCEES, UMEEIELE, St
open almost to base
Bluearass. Canada Seeds with cobwebby base, narrow
g ' Poa compressa | X X X| X]| X X 2-5 0.2-1.2 2,3+ | May-June L U, T,W,P seedhead
Bluegrass, Seashore Poa macrantha N X X X X 2-3 X 1-1.5 2,3+ May-June S
Bluegrass, Fowl Poa palustris | X X X X X | X 2.4 2-5 X1 X 2,3+ June W
Bluegrass, Kentucky Seeds with cobwebby base, collar
Poa pratensis I X X X| X| X X 1-3 2,3+ | May-June L U, T,W,P yellowish-green, pyramidal seedhead
Bluegrass, Rough-Stalked Poa trivialis I X X X]| X X | X 2-5 X 3-7 X 2,3+ May UT
Fescue. Tall Schedonorus phoenix (Festuca
' arundinacea) | X X X 4-10 0.2 X 2,3,3+| April-May H U, T,W Stiff hairs on auricles, leaves stiff
Fescue. Meadow Schedonorus pratensis (Festuca
' pratensis) I X X 3-5 0.2 X 2,3,3+ May? M U, T,W No hairs on auricles
Bristlegrass Setaria sp. I | X X X X 4-11 | X 1 X X X 2 July-August U
Cordgrass Spartina alternifolia | X >5 X 1.5 July-August W
Fescue, Annual Vulpia spp. I [ X X | X 0.5-1.5 X ] 0.2-0.6 2,3,3+| April-May u,T
Cereals: | didn't do much here, maybe skip these?
Oats X Avena sativa I | X UT, W
Barley x Hordeum vulgare I [ X X X UT,S
Cereal Rye x Secale cereale I | X X X X T, W
Wheat x Triticum vulgare I [ X X uT
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NRCS-WA

PASTURE TECHNICAL NOTE 103 - Vegetative Characteristics of Grasses and Grasslike Plants

Typical seedhead emergence period for various grasses in MLRA Al, A2 and Ada

(spring temperatures can shift these dates by 2 weeks or more) February March April May June July August
Common Name Scientific Name 1st half |2nd half |1st half |2nd half |1st half 2nd half |1st half 2nd half |1st half ‘an half [1st half |2nd half [1st half |2nd half
Bentgrass Agrostis spp. IRRRRRIRS PR ARRRRAR
Hairgrass, Silver Aira caryophyllea AN NN NN ‘

Foxtail, Water Alopecurus geniculatus AN AN
Foxtail, Meadow Alopecurus pratensis AN AN AN
Sweet Vernalgrass Anthoxanthum odoratum AANANAN NN NN
Oatgrass, Tall Arrhenatherum elatius AN AN
Sloughgrass Beckmannia syzigachne ‘ PN AN
Brome, Alaska Bromus sitchensis AN AN
Brome, Annual Bromus spp. PN AN AN
Crested Dogtail Cynosaurus cristatus AN NN AN
Orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata PAANNNN AN NN ‘
Oatgrass, California or poverty Danthonia californica or spicata PANNANN NN AN
Hairgrass, Tufted Deschampsia cespitosa DA NN AN
Crabgrass Digitaria sanguinalis & ischaemum | PAANNAN AN
Saltgrass, Seashore Distichlis stricta INNIRNAINA IR
Barnyardgrass Echinochloa crusgalli PN AN
Wildrye, Blue Elymus glaucus PN AN NN NN
Wildrye, Dune Elymus mollis PN AN AN
Quackgrass Elymus repens PN AN AN
Fescue, Fine Festuca rubra (usually) AN AN
Mannagrass, Western Glyceria occidentalis ‘ 97?7?2777
Velvetgrass, Common Holcus lanatus PN AN AN
Velvetgrass, Creeping Holcus mollis ‘ AN AN
Barley, Meadow Hordeum brachyantherum ‘ AN AN AN
Prairie Junegrass Koelaria cristata phuiniebeiiebideinistuinieb
Rice Cutgrass Leersia oryzoides ‘ PN AN NN
Ryegrass, Perennial Lolium perenne PN AN AN
Ryegrass, Annual Lolium perenne v. multiflorum AANNNN AN
Canarygrass, Reed Phalaris arundinacea AN AN NN AN
Timothy Phleum pratense ‘ NN AN
Bluegrass, Annual Poa annua AN AN AN AN NN AN AN
Bluegrass, Bulbous Poa bulbosa AN ANANNAN NN
Bluegrass, Canada Poa compressa AN AN
Bluegrass, Kentucky Poa pratensis AN AN
Bluegrass, Rough-Stalked Poa trivialis e
Fescue, Tall Schedonorus phoenix (Festuca arundinacea) AN ANNNNNN AN
Bristlegrass, Yellow Setaria lutescens ‘ AN
Bristlegrass, Green Setaria viridis ‘ AN
Fescue, Annual Vulpia spp. AR AN
MMM = typical period 2?22?2727 = likely period
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PASTURE TECHNICAL NOTE 103 - Vegetative Characteristics of Grasses and Grasslike Plants

Typical seedhead emergence period for various grasses in MLRA Al, A2 and Ada

(spring temperatures can shift these dates by 2 weeks or more) February March April May June July August
Common Name Scientific Name 1st half ‘an half |1st half ‘an half [1st half ‘an half [1st half ‘an half |1st half |2nd half |[1st half '2nd half |1st half |2nd half
Bluegrass, Annual Poa annua PNANNNN AN NN AN NN AN AN
Sweet Vernalgrass Anthoxanthum odoratum AN ANAANAN NN |
Bluegrass, Bulbous Poa bulbosa AN AN NI ‘

Fescue, Tall Schedonorus phoenix (Festuca arundinacea) AN DNNNNAN ANANNAN

Hairgrass, Silver Aira caryophyllea AN AN NN

Foxtail, Meadow Alopecurus pratensis PANNAN AN AN

Brome, Annual Bromus spp. NN AN AN

Orchardgrass Dactylis glomerata PN AN NN

Ryegrass, Perennial Lolium perenne PN AN AN

Brome, Alaska Bromus sitchensis AANNANAANNANAN

Ryegrass, Annual Lolium perenne v. multiflorum AANNANNANAANAN

Fescue, Annual Vulpia spp. AN AN

Wildrye, Blue Elymus glaucus NN AN AN AN

Oatgrass, California or poverty | Danthonia californica or spicata PN NN NN

Velvetgrass, Common Holcus lanatus PN AN NN

Prairie Junegrass Koelaria cristata PN AN

Bluegrass, Rough-Stalked Poa trivialis AN NI

Canarygrass, Reed Phalaris arundinacea PN AN AN AN

Crested Dogtail Cynosaurus cristatus IRIRRGERG RRRRRRR IRRRRRNR

Foxtail, Water Alopecurus geniculatus PN AN

Oatgrass, Tall Arrhenatherum elatius PN AN

Fescue, Fine Festuca rubra (usually) PNANNANN NN

Bluegrass, Canada Poa compressa AN AN

Bluegrass, Kentucky Poa pratensis AN AN

Mannagrass, Western Glyceria occidentalis 2?2992

Bentgrass Agrostis spp. AN ANNANAN ANNNANR

Hairgrass, Tufted Deschampsia cespitosa PN AN AN

Wildrye, Dune Elymus mollis PN AN AN

Quackgrass Elymus repens PN AN NN

Barley, Meadow Hordeum brachyantherum AN AN AN

Velvetgrass, Creeping Holcus mollis AN AN

Timothy Phleum pratense pieibeiudniebideiieidet

Sloughgrass Beckmannia syzigachne AN AN

Saltgrass, Seashore Distichlis stricta et

Rice Cutgrass Leersia oryzoides PN AN AN

Bristlegrass, Yellow Setaria lutescens et

Bristlegrass, Green Setaria viridis phalieiidnies

Crabgrass Digitaria sanguinalis & ischaemum AN NN

Barnyardgrass Echinochloa crusgalli IRRRRINR [ RRRRRR
NMAMAMA - = typical period 2?22?77 = likely period
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