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Date: January 9, 2003

FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE (FOTG)

450-VI

AMENDMENT WA2

Purpose.  To replace the Soils portion of Section 2 in its entirety and change the source of the official soil survey information.

FOCS is no longer the source of official soil survey information.  The official soil survey information is stored in an MS Access database in Section 2 of the eFOTG (http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/).

The database is stored in a self-extracting executable file.  Each office should download the appropriate MS Access database(s) containing official soils information for their office.  Please note, it may take considerable time to download each survey area depending on your connection.  To download the information: 

1. Access the eFOTG for Washington (via my.nrcs.usda.gov using your PRMS login or through the National NRCS Website at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/).

2. Click on Section II

3. Click on Soils Data and Interpretations Databases

4. Click on the applicable soil survey area number

5. Save the file to your computer

6. Click on the "Open" box

7. Unzip the data to the F://geodata/soils/

8. Wait until the download is complete

9. Confirm the data is in the right place (F://geodata/soils)

10. Delete the .exe file from your computer

An updated copy of the narrative Soils portion of Section 2 (Introduction, Soil Legends, Soil Descriptions, and Soil Interpretations narratives) has also been loaded onto the eFOTG.  Changes have been made throughout; therefore lines in the margin denoting changes have been omitted.  The updated narrative for Soils portion of Section 2 contains descriptions of the reports contained in the MS Access database.

The PDF version of the updated narrative Soils portion of Section 2 (Introduction, Soil Legends, Soil Descriptions, and Soil Interpretations narratives) should be printed out and placed in the navy blue FOTG binder, as it replaces the information currently in your FOTG binder. The current tabs in your FOTG should correspond with the new information.  

If you have questions please contact Ron Myhrum at (509) 323-2982 or your respective area resource soil scientist.

/S/ FRANK R. EASTER

FRANK R. EASTER

State Resource Conservationist
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