USDA

e
United States Department of Agriculture

CPS 472-1

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
CONSERVATION PRACTICE STANDARD

ACCESS CONTROL
CODE 472
(AC.)

DEFINITION
The temporary or permanent exclusion of animals, people, vehicles, and/or equipment from an area.

PURPOSE

Achieve and maintain desired resource conditions by monitoring and managing the intensity of use by
animals, people, vehicles, and/or equipment in coordination with the application schedule of practices,
measures and activities specified in the conservation plan.

CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES
This practice applies on all land uses.

CRITERIA

Constructed barriers can be of natural or artificial materials such as logs, vegetation, earth fill, boulders,
gates or signs.

Use-of regulating activities (posting of signs, patrolling, gates, fences and other barriers, permits)

shall achieve the intended purpose and include mitigating associated resource concerns to acceptable
levels during their installation, operation, and maintenance. Activities will complement the application
schedule and life span of other practices specified in the conservation plan.

Each activity or measure will identify the entity to be monitored and regulated (animals, people, vehicles
and/or equipment) and specify the intent, intensity, amounts, and timing of exclusion of the targeted
entity. Activities may involve temporary or permanent exclusion of one to all target entities.

Barriers must be adequate to prevent, restrict, or control use by targeted vehicles, animals or people and
barriers associated with roads or trails shall be adequately marked to safeguard humans and to minimize
the risk of liability.

Barriers, such as fences, will be placed so that potential damage from ice movement will not damage or
destroy them.

The barrier life expectancy must be adequate to address the intended purpose.

Placement, location, dimensions and materials (signs, gates), and acceptable frequency of use
(continuous, specific season, or specific dates) shall be described for each restricted activity including
monitoring methods and frequency.

Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically and updated if needed. To obtain the current NRCS, Wi
version of this standard, contact your Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State office or visit the April 2016
Field Office Technical Guide.
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Earthen fill or construction of any barrier that changes elevations or potentially impedes floodwater flow
within a 100-year floodplain is subject to approval and/or permit from the appropriate federal, state or
local agency with jurisdiction for floodplain management.

CONSIDERATIONS

Develop a conservation management system such as a grazing or haying plan, forest management
plan or other vegetative or livestock management activity that supports good land management in the
“controlled” area is expected (e.g. management activities that result in reducing the threat of invasive
species in the “controlled” area).

Develop public access alternatives in areas where public right of access has previously been established
by past use and law.

Barrier type and design should account for and minimize negative impacts to wildlife health and animal
movement.

Barriers should account for and minimize impact on public safety activities such as fire control.

The owner and/or tenant should be advised about emergency preparedness agencies and related
information, such as the local fire department, wildfire control agency and or pumper truck water
sources on or near the area.

Use the concepts of landscape level planning to limit potential liability to the planning agency and the
landowner. Review safety, health, legal and public relation issues as appropriate to avoid potential
problems for the landowner, tenants or other land users.

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

Plans and specifications for applying this practice shall be prepared for each site and recorded
using, Wisconsin NRCS Job Sheet, Access Control (472), technical notes, narrative statements in the
conservation plan, or other acceptable documentation options.

Written plans and specifications shall include location map, sketches and drawings that adequately
describe the requirements to install this practice. Additional information shall include the following:
¢ |dentify the entity and restrictions,
e Barriers used (e.g., fence established according to design), and

¢ Facilitating practices (e.g., vegetative cover established according to design).

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE

Monitoring of the effectiveness of use-regulating activities will be performed routinely and at least
annually with changes made to specifications and operation and maintenance requirements as necessary
to achieve the desired resource conditions.

Modifications to activities and use of measures are allowed temporarily to accommodate emergency-
level contingencies such as wildfire, drought, or flood as long as desired resource conditions are
maintained.
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies,
offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental
status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program

or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or
incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than
English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at

How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA
by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C.
20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake @usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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