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Conservation Practice Physical Effects 

(CPPE)

Explanation of CPPEs
Planning the soil, water, air, plant and animal resources and their interrelationships has increased the complexity of assisting decision makers.  NRCS must consider the effects on all five resources when providing alternatives and assistance that address individual problems.

NRCS must constantly strive to use methods to evaluate the potential effects of conservation practices on all five resources when providing technical assistance.  It is necessary to determine the physical effects relevant to each resource during the planning and conservation practice selection process.  Because a conservation practice has a positive effect on one resource concern does not necessarily mean it will also have a positive effect on other resources.

Effects Concept

The conservationist needs to recognize the effect of applying conservation practices in order to select combinations of practices that solve the identified or potential concerns without creating new problems.  The effects concept is applicable for formulation of Resource Management Systems (RMSs) alternatives for specific fields, Conservation Treatment Units (CTUs), or other planning areas.  It can also be used to assist in explaining resource problems, and display treatment options.  (The entire effects process will not be needed when working with each decision maker.  Only unique or complex situation s would warrant documentation of the complete effects concept.)

CPPE Worksheets

The Conservation Practice Physical Effects (CPPEs) Worksheets detail in subjective language the physical effects that each conservation practice has on the five resources (soil, water, air, plant, animal).  The estimation of physical effects is based on professional experience and available technical information.  Each resource may have multiple problems that are represented by one of the various columns in the CPPE worksheet.  The effects of practices may be greater if they are associated with a land use change.  The headings in each column of the CPPE briefly describe identified or potential resource concerns/considerations that the conservation planner should evaluate.

The primary purpose of the CPPE is to document the physical effects of conservation practices on resource concerns.

Secondly, the purpose of CPPE is to emphasize the realization that resources are interrelated and the treatment of one resource also affects other resources.

The following matrices express the major effects of a single conservation practice on resource concerns/problems.  The practice is assumed installed according to standards in Section IV of the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide.  The effect may be:

Effect
Definition

Insignificant
Generally no effect or minor effects but needs to be evaluated based on local conditions.

Slight decrease, reduction, or improvement
Some beneficial effect

Slight increase
Some detrimental effect

Moderate decrease, reduction, or improvement
Meaningful beneficial effect

Moderate increase
Meaningful detrimental effect

Significant decrease, reduction, or improvement
Considerable beneficial effect

Significant increase
Considerable detrimental effect

Situational
Planner must evaluate site conditions to determine the effect of the practice

N/A
Not Applicable

When the proposed installation of a conservation practice has a meaningful or considerable detrimental effect, the planner should consider use of another practice or use of additional conservation and/or management practices to reduce the detrimental effect.

National Environmental Policy Act

NRCS policy for complying with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is located in the NRCS General Manual, Title 190, Part 409.  The Wisconsin NRCS NEPA compliance requirements for each practice are indicated in the Notes section.  Some practices may be exempted from further NEPA evaluation if:  

1) The practice is listed as potentially exempt from NEPA on the Notes section of the CPPE Worksheet, and 

2) The planner reviews applicable CPPE categories and documents that there is not a moderate or significant increase in detrimental effects.

The term “non-soil disturbing activities” as utilized in the CPPE NEPA Compliance Statement is defined as routine agricultural tillage activities that do not exceed 8 inches in depth and do not result in displacement of the soil beyond that caused by the passage of the tillage implement.
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