WISCONSIN EASTERN BLUEBIRD HABITAT INDEX WORKSHEET 


Participant ____________________ Tract No. ___________ Date __________ Field No(s). __________ 

Acres ________________ 
	
BLUEBIRD HABITAT INDEX 			POINTS 	EXISTING 	PLANNED 

1. Species Composition (Diversity) of grassland on farm			_____		 _____ 

.2 points for each common2 grass species and .2 points for each common 
forb or broadleaf species with a maximum total of 1.4 points. 

2. Presence of Bare Ground on grasslands
> 40% bare ground/light litter 				0		_____ 		_____ 
30-39% bare ground/light litter				.5 		_____		_____ 
10-29% bare ground/light litter 				1 		_____		_____ 
1-9% bare ground/light litter 				.5		_____ 		_____ 
< 1% bare ground/light litter				0 		_____		_____ 

3. Average Field Size of Grassland habitat on farm
> 40 acres 						1 		_____ 		_____ 
20-40 acres						.8		_____		_____ 
5-19 acres 						.4 		_____		_____ 
< 5 acres						0		 _____ 		_____ 

4. Abundance of Grasslands Within 1 Mile Radius 1
Comprises >25% of area				1		_____		_____ 
Comprises 11-25% of area 				.7		_____ 		_____ 
Comprises 1-10% of area 				.3 		_____ 		_____ 
Comprises <1% of area					0		_____		 _____ 

							 
NRCS, Wisconsin, December 2012 
GRASSLAND HABITAT INDEX 		     	   POINTS 	EXISTING 	PLANNED 
5. Undesirable Vegetation 
Less than 10% of the area covered by undesirable		 	1	 _____ 		_____ 
plant species for wildlife (tall fescue, smooth brome, 
common reed, reed canary grass, or noxious weeds). 

Less than or equal to 20% of the area covered by 		 	.5	 _____ 		_____ 
undesirable plant species for wildlife (tall fescue, smooth 
brome, common reed, reed canary grass, or noxious weeds). 

Greater than 20% of the area covered by undesirable 			0 	_____ 		_____ 
plant species for wildlife (tall fescue, smooth brome, 
common reed, reed canary grass, or noxious weeds). 

6. Nesting habitat3 per acre of suitable habitat (max 1.5 points)
 > 6  Natural nesting cavities					1.5	_____		 _____ 
4 to 6 Natural nesting cavities					1.0	_____ 		_____ 
1 to 3 Natural nesting cavities 					.3 	_____ 		_____ 
2 bluebird boxes per acre of suitable habitat				1.5	_____		______ 
1 bluebird box per acre of suitable habitat				1.0	_____		______ 	
<1 per acre natural cavity or bird box				0	_____		 _____ 

7. Availability of native wild fruits on farm
> 1 acre of native wild fruits				 	1	 _____		 _____ 
 .5 to .99 acre of native wild fruits					.7	_____ 		_____ 
.25 to .49 acre native wild fruits					.3 	_____ 		_____ 
<.25 acre native wild fruits					0	_____		 _____ 

(A) TOTAL HABITAT POINTS (7.9 MAX.)				_____		_____ 
[bookmark: _GoBack](B)  HABITAT INDEX (A/7.9) 						_____ 		_____ 

Eligibility:
1) If (B) existing habitat exceeds .50 landowner is ineligible due to as resource concern is being met
2) If (B) existing habitat is less than .50 then planned habitat must equal or exceed .50 for eligibility (compliance with national quality criteria) 
3) If Bluebird houses are currently present at a rate of 1 or more per acre of suitable habitat then landowner is ineligible

1. Includes abandoned cropland, unmanaged idle grasslands, or other such as CRP or WRP.  
2. Common is defined as comprising at least 10% of the stand. Do not include species such as reed canary or species listed in NR 40.
3. Natural nesting habitat includes abandoned cavities of woodpeckers or other natural cavities such as open tops of rotted-out stumps or posts. 
