Habitat Suitability Assessment for Osprey Nesting Platform

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]1.  Was there an active Osprey Nest (in the prior year) on the body of water where the proposed Osprey Nesting Platform is to be located? If yes proceed to 2. If no contact the local DNR Wildlife Biologist or NRCS State Biologist to determine if water body can support additional osprey. If the biologist determines the answer is NO then site is not suitable for Osprey Nesting Platform.
2. Is the proposed Osprey Nesting Platform site on a water body where osprey are known to have nested historically? If yes proceed to 4. If NO proceed to 3.
3. Does the water body have a Fish standing crop of >157 kg/acre. (consult DNR Fishery Biologist or Wildlife Biologist) If yes proceed to 4, If no, site is not suitable for Osprey Nesting Platform.
4. Is >75% of the littoral zone obstructed with vegetation or woody cover? If no proceed to 5, if yes; site is not suitable for Osprey Nesting Platform.
5. Can the Human Activity Impacts on Osprey be categorized by one of the following?
A: No human activity is present on the water body or within .5 mile of the shoreline
B: Human activity is present in the potential nesting area and occurs predominately on a constant or year round basis that allows ospreys to become habituated to the activity. Examples include well-traveled roads or trails; logging and year round use of water ways, shoreline, river banks, buildings and non-recreational lands. If no for A or B site is not suitable for Osprey Nesting Platform. If yes proceed to 6

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. Are there > 2 dead snags present in or near the water body to serve as perch sites. If yes, proceed to 7, if no site is not suitable.
7. Site is suitable for an Osprey Nesting Platform, proceed with planning.


