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Background 

A number of individuals, States, and MOs have requested some helpful hints on how to consistently 
record TSS activities in the TSS table in NASIS. This document gives additional information to assist in the 
consistent recording of TSS activities. States and MOs are encouraged to provide additional, more 
detailed guidelines for their staff if they feel those would be useful.  
 
This document does not cover every column in the NASIS TSS table. It only covers those of which the 
most questions have been asked. All definitions below reflect the best current information. 
 
A “how to” video on TSS reporting in NASIS (narrated by Paul Finnell) is available on YouTube at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0yr2Vduur8. 
 
Required fields for NASIS reporting (national level) 
 
The following fields are required to be populated in order for existing TSS reports (including the new set 
of web-based reports) to run correctly and to ensure that information is available for reporting at the 
national level. States/Areas and SSRs are free to supplement this list with additional requirements that 
address local needs. 

• Date completed 
• Technical Soil Service Type (select from the choice list) 
• Hours  
• Instances 
• Provider (NASIS user name – select from the list) 
• Recipient (category – select from the choice list) 
• Program benefitted (select from the choice list) 
• Outcome (select from the choice list) 
• State  

Providing additional details about the activity in the “Impact” text field is highly recommended. Other 
fields in the table and associated child tables may be populated if relevant or useful.  

  
TSS table column: Technical Soil Service Type 

Select the most appropriate entry from the choice list. If more than one type of TSS was provided at the 
same time to the same recipient, choose the dominant type of service or create multiple TSS activity 
entries.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0yr2Vduur8


Definitions and suggested quantitative measures (plans affected, acres benefitted, people served) 
follow. Note that total hours must be reported for all technical soil service types. 

• Application of ecological site information 
o Because of an agency emphasis on ecological site descriptions (ESDs), this TSS type 

should be selected for ALL activities involving the application and dissemination of 
information related to existing ESDs. 
 These services include interpretation development and testing, information 

development and dissemination (maps, written materials), training and 
informational presentations, and on-site investigations that verify the ecological 
site(s) present to inform resource inventory or conservation planning, etc. The 
specific type of activity should be recorded in the “Impact” text field. 

 Information from an on-site investigation may be of use in refining and updating 
the affected ESDs. That information should be shared with those who have 
responsibility for maintaining and updating ESDs. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 Plans affected (if appropriate) – typically 1 
 Acres impacted (if appropriate) – acres to which the activity directly applies 

(Used for on-site investigations and similar activities.) 
 People served  (if appropriate) – total number of people participating if activities 

are for training purposes or other types of outreach; number of people directly 
involved in management if services involve on-site activities 

 The number of ESDs affected by the activity should be recorded in the “Impact” 
text field.  

• Conservation plan resource inventory 
o This service type refers to assistance provided to inform the resource inventory phase of 

conservation planning. 
o Investigations primarily related to Soil Health Management, Application of Ecological 

Site Information, and/or Nutrient Management planning (including CNMPs) should be 
recorded under those specific categories. 

o The recipient of this assistance should be the individual/entity receiving the assistance, 
NOT the NRCS or conservation district staff member creating the plan. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 Plans affected – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – the total acres in the plan under development 
 People served – the number of people directly involved in management 

• Create custom maps, reports, data files, etc. 
o This service type is self-explanatory. 
o The recipient(s) should be the immediate recipient(s) of the information, NOT your 

“best guess” of the ultimate user(s). 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Acres benefitted – total acres covered by the map, report, or data file 
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 People served – number of people who directly received the product 
• Develop or validate interpretations 

o This service type refers to assistance provided to develop or validate existing or 
proposed interpretations. 

o The recipient will typically be either NRCS or a government agency at the State, regional, 
or national level, depending on the scope of the interpretation in question. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 None 

• Highly erodible land (HEL) determination  
o This service type is self-explanatory. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Acres benefitted – total acres covered in the determination 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• Maintain or update eFOTG 
o This service type is self-explanatory. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Acres benefitted – total acres covered by updated information 
• National Resources Inventory (NRI) 

o This service type refers to assistance provided to NRI activities. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Record the number of NRI points addressed in the “Impact” text field. 
• Off-site wetland determination 

o This service type refers to wetland determination activities conducted without an on-
site investigation. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 Plans affected – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres evaluated 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• On-site investigation, conservation practice design or installation 
o This service type refers to on-site investigation to assist conservation planners in 

conservation practice designs and/or installations. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Plans affected –  typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres where conservation practice(s) may be or are 

being installed 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• On-site investigations, geophysical 
o This service type refers to on-site investigations that incorporate the use of geophysical 

methods to assist in mapping of soil, geologic, or cultural features. Sites are 
characterized using geophysical equipment including: acoustical sounding devices, 
electromagnetic induction (EMI), ground-penetrating radar (GPR), magnetrometry, 
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neutron probes, portable X-ray fluorescence (P-XRF), resistivity, seismic, and time 
domain reflectometry (TDR).   

o The specific purpose of the investigation and equipment used MUST be noted in the 
“Impact” text field. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 Plans affected (if applicable) – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres where investigation was completed 
 People served – number of people and diversity of groups (conservation 

districts; Federal, State, county, or local agencies; Native American tribes) 
directly involved in project 

• On-site investigation, nutrient management 
o This service type refers to on-site investigation to address issues associated with 

nutrient management planning, including CNMP development and implementation. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Plans affected – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres included in the nutrient management plan 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• On-site investigation, other 
o This service type refers to on-site investigation for any other purpose not listed. This 

category should be used sparingly. The specific purpose of the investigation MUST be 
noted in the “Impact” text field. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 Plans affected (if applicable) – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres where soil health management practices will be 

applied 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• On-site investigation, reconsideration of wetland determination 
o This service type refers to on-site response to a request for reconsideration of a 

wetland.  
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Plans affected – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres of wetland (or non-wetland) covered in the 

determination or delineation 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• On-site investigation, soil health management 
o This service type refers to on-site investigation to address current soil health status 

and/or to assist the design and/or implementation of conservation practices for the 
improvement of soil health. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 Plans affected  (if applicable) – typically 1 
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 Acres benefitted – total acres where soil health management practices will be 
applied 

 People served – number of people directly involved in management 
• On-site investigation, wetland appeal 

o This service type refers to on-site investigation in response to a wetland appeal. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Plans affected – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres of wetland (or non-wetland) covered in the appeal 

request 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• On-site investigation, wetland determination or delineation 
o This service type refers to on-site wetland determination or delineation activities. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Plans affected – typically 1 
 Acres benefitted – total acres of wetland (or non-wetland) covered in the 

determination or delineation 
 People served – number of people directly involved in management 

• Provide training to NRCS and partners 
o This service type refers to activities directly related to the development and provision of 

training to NRCS and partners (e.g., conservation district staff). 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 People served – number of people who received training 
• Public information articles, pamphlets, booklets, etc. 

o This service type refers to activities related to the development of public information, 
including articles, pamphlets, posters, etc. 

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 Record the number of public information items created in the “Impact” text 

field. 
• Quality assurance reviews 

o This service type refers to participation in quality assurance reviews. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 Plans affected (if applicable) – number of plans reviewed 
 Acres benefitted – total acres covered in plans that were reviewed 
 People served – number of staff receiving the review 

• Soil judging contests, envirothons, etc. 
o This service type refers to participation in youth educational activities, including soil 

judging contests, envirothons, science fairs, etc. 
o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 

 People served – number of people directly involved in the activity 
• Teaching, lectures, presentation, displays, posters 
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o This service type refers to oral presentation of information or training to groups of 
individuals who are not NRCS or partner staff. Included are poster displays at outreach 
events, such as county fairs.  

o Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 People served – number of people to whom information was presented (best 

estimate) 
• Technical consultation 

o This service type refers to any activities involving technical soil services that are NOT 
covered by one of the other available categories. Included are brief professional 
interactions via phone or email or in person.  

o It may be more productive to use a range of dates and report a number of instances 
than to record every specific activity. 

o  Suggested quantitative measures in addition to hours: 
 People served (total number if range of dates and number of instances are 

used) 

TSS table column: Hours 
 
The Hours column is a new addition to the TSS tables (added in NASIS 6.2). Starting in FY2015, the 
National Office has decided to use hours as the reportable indicator for TSS activities nationwide. As a 
consequence, the total hours MUST be entered for all activities.  
 
The value in this column should reflect the TOTAL HOURS spent on the activity or activities reported for 
that TSS activity entry. If you are reporting multiple instances of the same activity (e.g., multiple 
“technical consultations”) over a period of time as a single entry in NASIS, you should enter the total 
hours spent for all instances. For example, if you use one entry to report ten 30-minute technical 
consultation instances over the period of 1 week, you should enter “5” in the hours field (10 instances x 
½ hour each = 5 hours total). 
 
TSS table column: Instances 
 
Typically, the number of instances is “1” per TSS activity. However, the Instances column can be used to 
capture identical or very similar activities that occur on a regular basis. For example, users may choose 
to record the provision of brief technical assistance to walk-in customers, responses to phone calls, and 
responses to email as one or more “generic” items with multiple instances spread across a range of 
dates, such as a month or quarter (using the “Date Started” and “Date Completed” columns).  

However, be aware that using “instances” limits the amount of additional information you can provide 
about each specific assistance activity. If multiple “instances” are used, “TSS type,” “Provider,” 
“Recipient,” “Program benefitted,” “Outcome,” and any location overlap(s) are assumed to be the same 
for all instances of the activity. Quantitative measures should be summed to reflect the total amount of 
benefit from all instances (“Plans affected,” “Acres benefitted,” and/or “People served”).  
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TSS table column: Recipient 

Select the most appropriate recipient of the information and/or assistance that you provided. If more 
than one group of recipients was served, select the largest group or create two separate TSS activity 
entries.  

Choice list options: 

• Conservation district 
o Select if assistance was provided to the conservation district as an entity, such as 

training for district staff. Assistance provided to individual cooperators working with the 
district should be categorized under “District cooperator or program recipient.”  

• County, city or local agency 
o Select if assistance was provided to any government agency at the sub-State level. The 

specific agency should be included in the “Impact” text field.  
• District cooperator or program recipient 

o Select if assistance was provided to an individual or entity that has an established 
relationship with NRCS and/or the conservation district. 

o This choice should be used for all assistance related to conservation planning and Farm 
Bill programs EXCEPT assistance provided to Native American tribes. 

• Native American tribes 
o Select if assistance was provided to Native American tribes as entities. Assistance 

provided to individuals/groups of individuals who are Native Americans, Alaska Natives, 
and/or Native peoples of Hawaii and the Pacific Islands should be entered as “District 
cooperator or program recipient” if they are already working with NRCS. If they are not, 
they should be entered in the appropriate “other individual or group” category. 

• NRCS area or field office 
o Select if assistance was provided directly to NRCS staff not related to a specific location 

or cooperator. The development of technical materials and provision of training for field 
and area office staff are included in this category. 

• NRCS national 
o Select if assistance was provided to NRCS at the national level. This category is primarily 

used by staff at the National Soil Survey Center (NSSC) and NHQ. 
• NRCS region 

o Select if assistance was provided to NRCS at the regional level. This category is primarily 
used by staff at the NSSC, the National Technology Support Centers, and the MO 
regional offices. 

• NRCS statewide 
o Select if assistance was provided to NRCS at the State level. An example is 

information/assistance related to the development of statewide guidance and policy 
(e.g., Farm Bill cost lists). This category is primarily used by state office staff.  

• Other farm individuals, groups or organizations 
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o Select if assistance was provided to individuals and non-profit groups or organizations 
working primarily in agriculture. Examples are landowner/operators who do not have an 
established relationship with NRCS or the conservation district and non-profit 
agriculture-focused groups, such as the Farm Bureau or the Grange. The specific group 
(if applicable) should be included in the “Impact” text field.  

• Other Federal agency 
o Select if assistance was provided to any other Federal agency or department (not NRCS). 

The specific agency should be included in the “Impact” text field.  
• Other non-farm group or organization 

o Select if assistance was provided to individuals and non-profit groups or organizations 
who are not working primarily in agriculture. Examples are urban/non-farm landowners, 
community groups such as Garden Clubs, and non-profit organizations such as the 
Nature Conservancy. The specific group (if applicable) should be included in the 
“Impact” text field. 

o Please use this category for non-farm individuals in addition to groups. The category 
name will change in the next NASIS release. 

• Private consultants  
o Select if assistance was provided to private individuals, companies, and organizations 

engaged in providing management assistance on a for-profit basis. Crop consultants 
(CCAs) and environmental engineering firms are examples. The specific group (if 
applicable) should be included in the “Impact” text field.  

• Schools or educators 
o Select if assistance was provided to individuals or entities primarily engaged in 

education. This includes public and private schools, colleges and universities, and other 
groups (e.g., zoos, nature centers) who are focused on educational activities. Work with 
the Cooperative Extension Service should be included in this category. The specific 
institution (if applicable) should be included in the “Impact” text field.  

• State agency 
o Select if assistance was provided to all State-level government agencies EXCEPT for 

colleges and universities. The specific agency should be included in the “Impact” text 
field.  

• Underserved groups 
o DO NOT USE. Use “Other farm individuals …” or “Other non-farm group …” instead and 

note the group name in the “Impact” text field. 
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TSS table column: Program benefitted 

Entries in this choice list refer to specific NRCS-supported programs. For assistance provided to entities 
outside of NRCS and for assistance provided to NRCS colleagues that does not directly relate to one or 
more of the listed programs, use “CTA” (conservation technical assistance). If it is important to capture 
multiple programs by name, create multiple TSS activity entries. This choice list has been updated to 
reflect the programs in the 2014 Farm Bill.  

Definitions: 

ACEP Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (new in 2014; replaces FRPP, GRP, and WRP) 

AMA Agricultural Management Assistance Program 

CIG Conservation Innovation Grants Program 

CRP Conservation Reserve Program 

CSP  Conservation Stewardship Program 

CTA  Conservation Technical Assistance 

EQIP Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

EWP  Emergency Watershed Protection Program 

FPPA  Farmland Protection Policy Act 

HFRP Healthy Forest Reserve Program 

NRI  National Resources Inventory 

RCPP Regional Conservation Partnership Program 

RWA Rapid Watershed Assessment 

TSP Technical Service Providers 

SS and ESD  Soil Survey and Ecological Site Development 

VPA Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program 

 

  

9 
 



TSS table column: Outcome 

Statements on this choice list are deliberately broad. Choose the statement that best fits the activity and 
use the “Impact” text field to add additional details.  

Data population guidelines: 

• Elevated people knowledge of soils 
o This is typically selected for training and outreach activities, especially those covering 

broad and foundational concepts (e.g., how to use Web Soil Survey, etc.). 
• Influenced external entity’s decisions or policy 

o Select if the information or assistance provided was directly related to a subsequent 
action. An example is providing information and technical assistance to a local 
government that was used as a component of revised zoning guidelines. 

• Influenced NRCS policy 
o Select if the information or assistance provided directly influenced or was used in a 

NRCS policy/guideline. An example is providing information for the EQIP cost list. 
• Influenced or created NRCS technical material 

o This choice is self-explanatory. An example is the development of a Tech Note that 
would be used by planners to assess soil conditions in the field.  

• More science based land use decision 
o This general category covers assistance and information provided that can be related to 

specific land use decisions. On-site assistance related to conservation planning, 
compliance, etc. should be placed in this category. 

TSS table columns: State, County, and MLRA 

The fields were moved to the main TSS table from the TSS Area Overlap table in NASIS 6.2. 

Data population guidelines:  

• State – Select the State in which the activity was conducted. This field is MANDATORY for the 
support of national level reporting. 

• County – Select the county in which the activity was conducted if directed by your state soil scientist 
or soil survey regional director. 

• MLRA – Select the MLRA in which the activity was conducted if directed by your state soil scientist 
or soil survey regional director. 

TSS table columns related to site location 

Populate the appropriate column(s) in accordance with local instructions. For national consistency, use 
the “Std Latitude” and “Std Longitude” columns and enter decimal degrees in WGS84. 

This information is NOT REQUIRED for national reporting purposes. 
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TSS overlap tables 

• Technical Soil Service Area Overlap table  
o This table can be used to record additional area overlaps available in the national choice lists 

(e.g., HUC) if this information is locally important or helpful. 
• Technical Soil Service Text table 

o This table can be used to enter and organize text notes containing supplementary 
information about the specific TSS activity over and above the brief additional information 
recorded in the Impact column of the main TSS table. 

• Technical Soil Service Site table 
o If there is a site and pedon description associated with the TSS activity that has been 

entered in NASIS, this table allows the user to create a link between that site and pedon 
information and the associated TSS activity entry. 

This information is NOT REQUIRED for national reporting purposes. 
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