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Operation and Maintenance Plan
Shoreline Protection (Riprap)

Must be adopted to the landowner’s site


Cooperator: 		Date: 	

By: 		Title: 	

Project Location: 	


The owner or sponsor of this project is responsible for the rock riprap lakeshore protection.  It must be recognized that any project needs to be properly operated and maintained including periodic inspection.  The following guidelines have been prepared for the operation and maintenance of this protection measure.

1.	Immediately after completion of the project, all disturbed areas, such as wheel ruts and patches of bare soil, should be filled with clean topsoil, fertilized, seeded and mulched.  Refer to the seeding specification in the design packet for this site.  Nurture the vegetation so that it forms a dense stand to prevent erosion.
2.	Inspect the project regularly, especially following strong winds and spring break-up of the ice, for erosion or displacement of rocks.  Repair damage immediately by replacing any dislodged rock, removing debris, and filling and/or reseeding as necessary.  Be especially careful to cover all exposed filter material (granular or geotextile).  
3.	Equipment used on the lakeshore (for dock removal, boat launching, yard maintenance, etc.) must be kept away from the project to avoid damage to the project and the soil it is protecting.
4.	All trees and woody growth should be kept off the project site, whether it is alive and growing, or loose, dead material.
5.	The use of fertilizers and pesticides is prohibited in the “no-mow” zone.  Applying fertilizers may encourage weed growth.  Check for weeds every two weeks.  Pull weeds out as early as possible being careful to not disturb the native plants.  Do not allow invasive species like purple loosestrife, mullein, lamb’s quarter, quack grass, reed canary grass, and others to take over the plantings or “no-mow” zone.  At the end of the growing season, allow all dead vegetation to remain in place as it becomes a valuable seed source for next year’s growth, provides food and cover for wildlife, and will help to cover the soil and slow spring runoff.  As the vegetation matures (3+ years), trim groundcover no more than once every 3-5 years and do not cut to less than 6-8 inches high.  Cut in late winter while ground is still frozen or in late spring when ground is dry enough to walk on without damaging new growth.
6.	Eliminate burrowing rodents and repair damage caused by them within the riprap and shoreline area.  Protect against deer and other animals browsing in the “no-mow” zone and planted area with the use of fencing and/or landscape products available to spray on plants to deter them (such as red pepper spray).  Protect against vehicle traffic (including snowmobiles and ATVs).

I have read the guidelines for the maintenance of the lakeshore stabilization project and agree to follow the guidelines for _____ years.


Cooperator’s signature: 		Date: 	

I have discussed the maintenance guidelines with the above cooperator.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conservationist’s signature: 		Date: 	

image1.png
United States Department of Agriculture
. _____________________________________________________________|

Natural

Resources

Conservation
U Service




