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Operation and Maintenance Plan
Vegetated Treatment Area

Must be adopted to the landowner’s site


Cooperator: 		Date: 	

By: 		Title: 	

Project Location: 	

The vegetated treatment area acts as an absorption area and natural filter for runoff or wastewater that has a minimum amount of solids.  Management and operation of the vegetated treatment area is important to the success of the waste treatment.  Vegetation must be established prior to allowing pretreated animal lot runoff to be directed onto the strip.
I agree to the following for the next _____ years.
1.	Harvest treatment area vegetation as appropriate to encourage dense growth, maintain upright growth, and remove nutrients and other contaminants that are contained in the plant tissue.  Controlled grazing can be an acceptable method of harvest.  Conduct controlled grazing, harvesting, and other maintenance activities only when the vegetated treatment area is dry and moisture content in the surface soil layer will not allow compaction or rutting.
2.	Check channels and berms of the clean water diversions frequently.  Channels should be protected from erosion and berms maintained at proper height so that diversions maintain their design capacity.
3.	Maintain a fence around the treatment strip to exclude livestock.
4.	Clean the animal lot and/or settling areas as needed to prevent migration of solids to the vegetated treatment area.
5.	Cut and remove grass in the vegetated treatment area at least three times per year.
6.	Maintain a level bottom in the vegetated treatment area to ensure maximum spread of liquids.  Maintain a uniform sod cover.
7.	Clean out all spreading components periodically as needed.
8.	Maintain the wastewater spreader to the initial design function.
9.	Inspect and repair vegetated treatment areas after storm events to fill in gullies, remove flow-disrupting sediment accumulation, re-seed disturbed areas, and take other measures to prevent concentrated flow.
10.	Inspect the treatment strip frequently to check for rills or small channels.  Repairs must be made immediately to reestablish sheet flow.  Small gravel berms may be installed on the contour across the treatment strip to reestablish sheet flow.  Recommended gravel berm spacing shall be 30 feet.
11.	The downstream limit of the treatment strip shall be monitored frequently to see if polluted effluent is leaving the strip.  If polluted effluent is observed, make a thorough inspection of the filter strip to insure all components are working as designed.  Make repairs as necessary.  Contact your local NRCS office if polluted effluent continues to discharge from the treatment strip.
12.	Additional Recommendations:


Cooperator’s signature: 		Date: 	

I have discussed the maintenance guidelines with the above cooperator.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conservationist’s signature: 		Date: 	
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