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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
WEST VIRGINIA
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
ROOFS & COVERS

CODE 367
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Prepared By PREPARED BY Date DATE

A properly installed and maintained roofs & covers practice can be an asset to the farm. The project was
installed to improve water and air quality and/or for biogas capture. The estimated life span of this
installation is at least 10 years. The life of the practice can be assured and usually increased by
developing and carrying out a systematic operation and maintenance program.

This practice requires periodic O&M to properly manage and keep the system in good repair. Items for
consideration are:

GENERAL

e Conduct maintenance and repairs in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations (where
applicable).

e Maintain drainage patterns away from structures.

e Abide by/protect against all safety and biosecurity concerns in all aspects of operation and
maintenance.

ROOFED FACILITIES

e All structural components (posts, girders, trusses, braces, and connections) should be inspected
periodically, at least twice per year to make sure they are structurally sound. This inspection should
confirm that the structural components are not cracked or broken and that all fasteners are secure.
Repair as needed.

e Inspect the roof structure for any damage, either by machinery, wind or snow load, or fire. Repair
any damaged members as soon as possible with members having equal or greater strength
properties as the existing members.

e Consult with the truss manufacturer if truss members need repaired or replaced.
e Use of sectional replacement repair for rigid or semirigid roof and cover material is allowable.
BIOGAS FACILITIES

e Inspect after significant storm events and at least biannually to identify repair and maintenance
needs.

e Use only flexible cover material which is readily repairable. Repair may be made by solvent,
adhesive, thermoplastic welding, or other methods according to manufacturer’s recommendation.
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All complementary appurtenances (e.g. pipes, pumps, fences, gates, etc.) should be inspected
(minimum twice a year) to ensure they are functional, structurally sound, and are not a safety hazard
to the operator or livestock. Repair as needed.

If cover ballooning exceeds manufacturer’s limit, due to gas accumulation, promptly implement
manufacturer’s recommended emergency procedures.

For enclosed waste facilities, exercise caution and care during cover removal or access. If opening of
the cover is required for facility management, include provisions to prevent exposure of workers to
hazardous gases.

Develop an emergency action plan for covered systems associated with biogas production. Include
instructions as to limits of cover performance and emergency procedures if control equipment fails.
Provide contact(s) and phone numbers of person(s) to contact for the event of an emergency.

SAFETY

Warning signs and NO SMOKING signs should be prominently posted around the biogas facility.

A fire extinguisher should be located near the facility and should be suitable for use on chemical fires.
The fire extinguisher should be checked regularly; at least annually.

A list of emergency phone numbers shall be posted in a readily accessible area.

If personnel are or may be required to enter an enclosed waste facility, include safety provisions
recommended by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) for working in
confined spaces including, but not limited to, using a positive-pressure self-contained breathing
apparatus, safety line, and standby personnel.
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	For Assistance with Spills and Emergencies
	Take time to jot down your local emergency numbers in the space provided.
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