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NATRUAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE 

WEST VIRGINIA 

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 

TRAILS AND WALKWAYS 

CODE 575 

Landowner/Operator   

County    CD   Farm/Tract No.   

Prepared By   Date   

 
A properly operated and maintained trail (vegetated or earthen surface) or walkway (artificial surface) is an asset 
to the farm. This practice was designed, and installed, to facilitate the movement of animals, people, or off-road 
vehicles. The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years. The life of the practice can be assured, and 
usually increased, by developing and carrying out a systematic operation and maintenance program. 

This practice requires periodic O&M to properly manage and keep the system in good repair. Items for 
consideration are: 

• A schedule for inspections at least annually and after significant runoff events.  The inspections must include 
drainage structures, trail/walkway surfaces, vegetation, fencing, bridges and elevated walkways, and safety 
features, as appropriate. 

• Maintain the surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading or repair of the surface and 
resurface with new material as needed. 

• For bridges and elevated walkways that are open or accessible to the public, conduct inspections in 
accordance with AASHTO Guide Manual for Bridge Element Inspection. 

• Maintenance activities: 

• Removal of sediment from water control features.  Remove debris from culvert openings to prevent 
blockage of stream crossing. 

• Repair of eroded areas or damaged surface materials. 

• Grading and shaping of the trail/walkway to maintain design grades and dimensions.  Prevent ponding 
by grading to remove depressions and allowing surface water to drain off the travel area of the trail or 
walkway. Fill low areas and re-grade, as needed, to maintain trail cross section 

• Application of dust control measures, as needed. 

• Repair of safety or control features, as required. 

• Re-seeding of areas where vegetation has been damaged or destroyed. Periodically mow vegetation 
adjacent to walkway to prevent establishment of woody vegetation. 

• Periodic removal and management of manure accumulations and re-grade the surface, as needed. 

• Limit livestock usage to periods that minimize damage. 

• If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to contain livestock on travel lane. If portable fence is used, be sure 
to take proper winterization steps. 

• Immediately repair any damage to any earth or gravel fills, culverts, diversion, water-bars, or other 
appurtenances. 

• Eradicate or otherwise remove all burrowing animals. Immediately repair any damage caused by their activity.  
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Additional Operation and Maintenance requirements specific to this plan: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inspection Date  Items to be Repaired and Corrective Action Taken Repair Date 
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
 
 
Contact your local NRCS office for any additional technical assistance you might need for 
implementation of this O&M plan. 
 
This O&M Plan was discussed and copy provided to the Landowner/Operator. 
 
Signed        Date   
 Responsible NRCS Employee/ Conservation Planner 
 
 
Signed        Date   
 Cooperator 

 
 


