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OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS 

WASTE TRANSFER  

CODE 634 
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A properly operated, and maintained, waste transfer system is an asset to the farm. The system was installed to 
transfer agricultural waste material associated with production, processing, and harvesting; i.e. animal manure, bedding 
material, spilled feed, process and wash water, and other residues associated with agricultural productions.  The 
system may utilize, but is not limited to the use of, a hopper or reception pit, a pump (if applicable), a conduit, and/or 
hauling equipment to transport the waste to a storage/treatment facility, a loading area, and/or to agricultural land 
for final utilization. This includes application of waste to the utilization area.  The estimated life span of this 
installation is at least 15 years. The life of the practice can be assured, and usually increased, by developing and 
carrying out a systematic operation and maintenance (O&M) program. 
 
This practice requires periodic O&M to properly manage and keep the system in good repair. Items for 
consideration are: 
 

• Evaluate the overall functionality of the waste transfer system for possible malfunctions that could lead to a spill or 
release of waste material.  Address the identified potential failures in the inspection procedures of the operation 
and maintenance plan.  Prepare an emergency response plan to be implemented in the event of such a failure. 

• For the purpose of land application, adequately agitate liquid or slurry waste material prior to transfer. 

• Flush pipelines used for transferring waste material with clean water after use, to reduce the risk of gas build up and 
pipeline explosion. 

• Make provisions for removing solids from conveyance conduits such as concrete lined ditches, grates, etc., during 
management operations. 

• Immediately, remove all foreign debris within the structure that may cause damage to pumps, agitators 
or earthen structures. 

• All associated components shall be inspected regularly and maintained in proper working order. Any needed repairs 
shall be made immediately. 

• Maintain all pumps, agitators, piping, valves and all other electrical and mechanical equipment in good operating 
condition by following the manufacturer’s recommendations. Maintain grounding rods and wiring for all electrical 
equipment in good condition. 

• Maintain all safety shields on pumps, motors, electrical or mechanical equipment. 

• Maintain design depth of cover over conduits. All settlement or cracks in the soil should be investigated to 
determine their cause and immediately repaired. Excessive settlement or voids in the line present a hazard to 
livestock and should be backfilled and compacted immediately. 

• Avoid travel by heavy equipment over conduits when the soil is saturated except at designed crossings. Limit traffic 
to sections that were designed for traffic loads. Avoid any sub-soiling operation that may disturb or destroy the 
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conduits. Maintain erosion protection at outlets. 

• Any curbs, wooden parts, hardware, or other replaceable parts which are damaged or show excessive wear or 
decay shall be replaced. Roof structures should be examined for structural integrity. 

• All fencing, railings, grates and/or warning signs shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized human or livestock 
entry. 

• Pipelines used for transferring waste material should be flushed with clean water after use to reduce the risk of gas 
build up and pipeline explosion. 

• Operate the system in a manner that minimizes odor and air drift. 

• Describe actions to be taken to minimize flies and other insects during the transfer of handling of manure; examples 
follow. 

• Use waste handling equipment in a safe manner.  Clean after use and keep in good repair. 

• Frequently clean screens, filters, grates, or open boards to facilitate removal of liquid and drying of 
solids and to extend the life of the pumping facility in the solids holding area. 

• Mosquito breeding can be controlled by adding larvicides. 

• Thoroughly agitate slurry waste to facilitate complete unloading of the material. 

• Add required water or re-cycled water to dilute slurry in order to meet liquid guidelines for an irrigation 
system. 

• Spreader tanks should be equipped with flotation tires to reduce soil compaction. 

• Avoid scraping frozen or dry manure into the tank. 

• Sand, gravel, or other abrasive materials should be kept out of the system. 

• Prior to filling the manure tank, add 6 to 12 inches of water to prevent manure from adhering to the 
bottom or sides of the tank. 

• Clean and disinfect personnel equipment after contact with material. 

• Eradicate, or otherwise remove, all rodents or burrowing animals and repair any damage caused by their activity. 

• Biosecurity guidelines should be posted on the farm, preferably near the manure loading area, as a quick reference 
for the landowner, operator, or transporter. 

• Sanitize equipment leaving the farm as appropriate to prevent the spread of disease. 
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Additional Operation and Maintenance requirements specific to this plan: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inspection Date  Items to be Repaired and Corrective Action Taken Repair Date 
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
                
 
 
Contact your local NRCS office for any additional technical assistance you might need for 
implementation of this O&M plan. 
 
This O&M Plan was discussed and copy provided to the Landowner/Operator. 
 
Signed        Date   
 Responsible NRCS Employee/ Conservation Planner 
 
 
Signed        Date   
 Cooperator 
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