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A properly operated and maintained Access Road  is an asset and with proper 
management will protect the natural resources.  This practice was designed and 
installed to provide a travel-way for equipment and vehicle as part of a 
conservation plan.   The travel-way will provide a fixed route for vehicular travel 
for resource activities involving management of timber, livestock, agriculture, 
wildlife habitat and other conservation enterprises while protecting the soil, water, 
air, fish wildlife and other adjacent natural resources.  Other associated practices 
installed associated with this practice may be structure(s) for water control, 
stream crossings (culverts or bridges), fences, mulching (for erosion protection) 
and critical area treatment areas, etc. and they shall also be maintained to 
minimize water quality degradation.  The estimated life span of the system is at 
least 10 years.  The life of the practice can be normally be increased by carrying 
out a good Operation and Maintenance (O&M) program. 
This practice requires periodic O&M to properly manage and keep the system in 
good repair.  Items for consideration are: 
1. Regularly inspect the road after significant rainfall or runoff events and 

replace or re-grade gravel, vegetation, etc. 
2. Repair adjacent fencing and other safety or control features as needed. 
3. Grade and shape the walkway to maintain design grades and dimensions. 
4. Fill low areas in travel treads and re-grade, as needed, to maintain road cross 

section. 
5. Grade unsurfaced or gravel roads periodically to maintain a uniform surface, 

proper slope, original cross-section and to facilitate drainage.   
6. Inspect culverts, roadside ditches, water bars and outlets after each major 

runoff event and restore flow capacity as needed. 
7. Minimize the damage to vegetative buffers adjacent to the road when it is 

necessary to chemically treat the road surface to maintain erosion protection. 
8. Maintain vegetated areas in adequate cover to meet the intended purpose(s). 
9. Inspect roads with water-bars periodically to insure proper cross section is 

available and outlets are stable. 
10. Conservation practices that limit particulate matter emissions should be 

incorporated into long-term maintenance plans. 
11. Paved roads shall be maintained by patching potholes and deteriorated 

surfaces with original material.  Roads shall be resurfaced as needed. 
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9.    Roadside ditches and drainage structures shall be checked regularly to 
insure that they do not become clogged with silt or debris.  Silt and debris 
shall be removed as needed to maintain the original capacity. 

10.  Re-seed bare areas adjacent to the road and check areas periodically to 
insure that a vigorous stand of vegetation is maintained.  

Other Specific Requirements for your system. 
______________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 
Inspection Date     Items to be Repaired and Corrective Action Taken       
Repair Date  
__________    ______________________________________________________    _________ 
__________    ______________________________________________________    _________ 
__________    ______________________________________________________    _________ 
__________    ______________________________________________________    _________ 
__________    ______________________________________________________    _________ 
__________    ______________________________________________________    _________ 


