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Seasonal High Tunnel System (798i) 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE SYSTEM 4 

Producer________________________     Location ___________________________ 
Field Office ______________________    County _________________ 
Operation  Started ________________ Date _____________________ 

 
 
A properly Operation and Maintenance Plan (O&M) Seasonal High Tunnel System (798i) is 
an asset to your operation and with proper management will help protect the natural resources.  
This practice extends the growing season of your crops and potentially reduces herbicide, 
pesticide and water use with proper management.  While installed on the land, this practice will 
improve soil health and water quality and reduce pollution and erosion. Other associated 
practices installed may be Roof Runoff Structure (558), Underground Outlet (620), Pumping 
Plant (533), Critical Area Planting (342), Irrigation Reservoir (436), Irrigation System –
Microirrigation (441), Irrigation Water Management (449), Heavy Use Area (561), Nutrient 
Management (590) and others.  They must also be maintained to assure the above practice 
functions at its best.  The estimated life span of the system is at least 4 years (although this can 
change because 798 is an interim practice).  The life can normally be increased by carrying out a 
consistent Operation and Maintenance (O&M) program. 
 
This practice requires periodic O&M to properly manage and keep in good repair. Items such as 
gutters, downspouts, outlets, outlet protections, irrigation systems and protected swales or 
waterways (where discharge occurs) shall be considered in the maintenance of this structure.  
Other items for consideration are: 

• Periodically inspect structure and cover for damage.  Reinstall and/or repair promptly. 

• Follow manufacturer’s instructions for operation and maintenance of the high tunnel 
structure. 

• Avoid damage to structure from equipment operated in and around the seasonal high 
tunnel. 

• Inspect runoff control measures after every significant rainfall event.  Repair promptly. 

• Remove and store high tunnel cover at the end of each growing season to prevent 
damage from snow or wind loads as needed.  Replace cover prior to use in the spring, as 
needed. 

• Repair and replace bent or broken purlins, fittings, brace bands, doors, vents, wires or 
wire locks, flashing, batten tape, gutters, plastic cover, etc. 

• Verify Soil PH within the SHTS throughout the year adjust as needed. 

• Check Soil Salinity for salts buildup- which could impact crop production. 
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• Rest soil every 3 to 5 years and plant cover crops to increase soil fertility, remove excess 
nutrients. 

• It is recommended that the soil be thoroughly saturated at least once a year (non-growing 
season) to removed excess salt or leachate buildup. 

• Aerate areas that may become compacted to maintain water infiltration within the 
structure. 

• Do not use animal manures as compost where plant material may come in contact with 
the ground and it is for human consumption (unless treated and approved for 
application).   

• Do not incorporate decomposed plant material unless properly composted (verify weed 
seeds, fungus, bacteria, etc. is destroyed by checking composting temperatures of 140 
deg. F. to 170 deg. F for a minimum of 7 to 21 days).  

Notes: 
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