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Hickory Mortality

Mortality of bitternut and shagbark hickory has
been observed in Wisconsin since the late 1980's.
This is similar to occurrences in the 1960's. The
recent tree mortality has been associated with
affacks by the hickory bark beetle, Scolyrus
quadrispinosus Say, and a newly discovered
fungus in the genus Ceratocystis (tentatively C.
caryae). The fungus can be isolated from sunken
bark cankers and discolored wood associated
with beetle attacks. In field and greenhouse
studies done at the University of Wisconsin, the
fungus was found to be highly virulent to
bitternut and shagbark hickory, pecan, butternut
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is always associated with the hickory bark beetle (no leaves) Ceratocystis sp. fungus.
or with the Ceratocystis sp. fungus. You can help

us delineate the extent of the problem by reporting any hickory mortality.

Photo 3: Fungal development
deep into the wood on a cross-
section of shagbark hickory about
one year after bark beetle attack.
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Please send reports of dying hickory to: Manfred Mielke and
Steve Katovich
Forest Health Protection
St. Paul, MN
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