NRCS West Virginia Noxious and Invasive Weed Lists
WV NOXIOUS WEED LIST

As a result of Executive Order 13112 NRCS is required to prevent the introduction and/or spread of invasive
species. An invasive species is an alien species whose presence does or is likely to cause economic or
environmental harm or harm to human health. Alien species means species not native to a particular ecosystem.
Invasive species may include all terrestrial and aquatic life forms including plants, animals and fungi. NRCS shall
not authorize, fund or carryout actions which it believes shall cause or promote the introduction or spread of
invasive species in the United States or elsewhere.

Compliance with the Noxious Weed Act of WV means "no person shall move, transport, deliver, ship or offer for
shipment into or within this state any noxious weed without first obtaining a permit from the Department of
Agriculture and such permit shall be issued only after it has been determined that the noxious weed is generally
present throughout the state or is for scientific purposes subject to prescribed safeguards."

Planners should consider if an action or activity will occur in an area where there are significant stands* of listed
invasive species, where they are known to occur, or where there is a significant risk of invasion* of new
populations of listed species. Or, does the activity involve transportation, delivery or shipment of a plant species
listed below as a "WV Noxious Weed" or a "Federal Noxious Weed"?

* A "significant stand" is defined in this document as a stand of identified noxious or invasive weed(s) (listed
below), where the presence of this species is detrimental to, or interfering with, the intended plant community
and may prevent the client from meeting an objective. "A significant risk of invasion" is defined as a stand of
listed noxious or invasive weed(s) regardless of size, where in the opinion of the planner, if left unchecked is likely
to cause adverse or detrimental effects on the intended plant community and result in the client not meeting an

objective.

Common Name Scientific Name US Nativity Classification
marijuana * Cannabis sativa L. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
plumeless thistle Carduus acanthoides L. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
curled thistle Carduus crispus L. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
musk thistle Carduus nutans L. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
autumn olive Elaeagnus umbellata Thunb. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
opium poppy * Papaver somniferum L. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
Pueraria montana (Lour.) var. lobata (Willd.) .

kudzu P. thunbergiana (Sieb. & Zucc.) Benth. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
multiflora rose Rosa multiflora Thunb. ex Murr. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
Johnsongrass Sorghum halepense (L.) Pers. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum Introduced WYV Noxious Weed
purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria Introduced WV Noxious Weed
mile-a-minute Polygonum perfoliatum L. Introduced WYV Noxious Weed
Japanese knotweed Polygonum cuspidatum Sieb. & Zucc. Introduced WV Noxious Weed
tree-of heaven Ailanthus altissima (P. Mill.) Swingle Introduced WV Noxious Weed
Japanese stiltgrass Microstegium vimineum Introduced WYV Noxious Weed
Tatarian honeysuckle Lonicera tatarica Introduced WYV Noxious Weed
Morrow’s honeysuckle | Lonicera morrowi Introduced WYV Noxious Weed
poison hemlock Conium maculatum Introduced WYV Noxious Weed
Federal Noxious Weed * All plants listed under this Act are considered WV Noxious Weeds

*These plants have additional laws associated with them. Possession or intentional propagation of these plants may be punishable under
State and Federal drug laws and statutes.
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NRCS West Virginia Noxious and Invasive Weed Lists
WYV NRCS ADVISORY LIST

The following plant and animal species have been identified by various state agencies (WVDNR & WVDA) as
exhibiting invasive characteristics and should be considered during planning. This advisory list is published by
USDA NRCS West Virginia to inform clients of potential risks associated with some species known to exhibit
invasive behavior in certain habitats. NRCS West Virginia may recommend their control/eradication when they
impair or threaten to impair the intended management of a habitat or intended landuse. This list is neither
regulatory nor all-inclusive and many other species could be considered invasive. Care should be exercised when
implementing practices to avoid the spread of these species and client s should be made aware of their presence
during planning.

PLANT SPECIES

Common Name

Scientific Name

Classification

common reed

Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin. ex Steud

Potentially Invasive

garlic mustard

Alliaria petiolata

Potentially Invasive

Japanese barberry

Berberis thunbergii

Potentially Invasive

paulownia Paulownia tomentosa (Thunb.) Sieb. & Zucc. Potentially Invasive
water milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum L. Potentially Invasive
yellow iris Iris pseudacorus Potentially Invasive

ANIMAL SPECIES

Common Name

Scientific Name

Classification

zebra mussel

Dreissena polymorpha

Potentially Invasive

snakehead fish

Channa argus

Potentially Invasive

European gypsy moth

Lymantria dispar L.

Potentially Invasive

emerald ash borer

Agrilus planipennis

Potentially Invasive

hemlock woolly adelgid

Adelges tsugae

Potentially Invasive

APHIS

* Eederal Noxious Weed List - The APHIS Federal noxious weed program is designed to prevent the introduction
into the United States of non-indigenous invasive plants and to prevent the spread of newly introduced invasive
plants within the United States. APHIS noxious weed activities include exclusion, permitting, eradication of
incipient infestations, survey, data management, public education, and (in cooperation with other agencies and
state agencies) integrated management of introduced weeds, including biological control.

The Weed Program Mission Statement: APHIS will use modern technologies to prevent the introduction of
parasitic-plant pests and noxious weeds (federally listed or candidates) into the United States. APHIS will exclude,
detect and eradicate newly introduced weeds that pose the highest risk to US agriculture or the environment.
APHIS may cooperate with other agencies to achieve environmentally sound and desirable forms of integrated
management against introduced invasive plants.
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