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DEFINITION 
A structure installed to replace or modify a missing or deficient wildlife habitat component 

PURPOSE 

Cavity nesting structures can increase wildlife reproductive success in areas where natural nest sites are 
unavailable or unsuitable. Cavity nesting structures cannot replace natural nesting habitats, but they can 
increase the number of nesting sites available in an area. 

 
CONDITON WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES 

For Eastern bluebirds: Typical areas that would be improved by the installation of bird boxes include open 
fields, meadows, old orchards; open rural country with scattered mature tree cover. 

 
CRITERIA 

For Bluebirds: Place each box 4-6 feet above ground with the entrance hole facing the open areas. 
Placement should be in clusters with boxes placed approximately 150 feet apart. 

 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

Nesting structures should be monitored throughout the nesting season to track use and nest success. 
Periodically remove undesirable exotic species, and clean the structure after young have fledged. Many 
nests will be used again for second and late nesting attempts. Some birds tolerate limited levels of 
human disturbance, such as occasional (once a week or once every ten days) nest checks, but others 
do not. Nest checks should be completed quickly to minimize stress on parent birds and young. 

 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
For additional information provide the landowner a copy of the NRCS Fish and Wildlife Habitat 
Management Leaflet, Number 20 , Artificial Nesting Structures- WV Field Office Technical Guide 
– Section IV – Technical Notes – Biology.
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BLUEBIRD BOX DESIGN 
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Site-specific requirements are listed on the following pages of this job sheet. Specifications are prepared in 
accordance with the WV NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. 

Client: Farm #: 

Fields: Tract #: 

Designed by: Location: 

Date: Total Number of Structures: 
LANDOWNER OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES/DESIRED FUTURE CONDITION: 

Enhance or sustain non-domesticated wildlife - Bluebirds 

UPLAND HABITAT TYPE: 
 Open Field  Orchard 
 Old Field  Meadow 

FIELD #: TOTAL BOXES INSTALLED: SPACING BETWEEN 
BOXES: 

PLANNED 
INSTALLATION DATE 

OPERATION AD MAINTENANCE: 
 
Nesting structures should be monitored throughout the nesting season to track use and nest success. 
Periodically remove undesirable exotic species, and clean the structure after young have fledged. Many 
nests will be used again for second and late nesting attempts. Some birds tolerate limited levels of 
human disturbance, such as occasional (once a week or once every ten days) nest checks, but others 
do not. Nest checks should be completed quickly to minimize stress on parent birds and young. 
NOTES: 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA's 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. To file a program discrimination 
complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program 
Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary 
practices and measures, and additional specifications may be included. 

Questions regarding the planning, application or maintenance of the Structures for Wildlife (649) 
practice should be directed to: 

Name: Contact 
Information: 

Planner Certification 

This plan meets the requirements of West Virginia NRCS Conservation Practice Standard – 
 Structures for Wildlife (649). 

 Signature_________________________________  Title_______________________ Date_______________ 

Certification of Practice Completion 

This practice has been completed according to NRCS plans and specifications. (Indicate in Practice Specifications if 
there were any changes to the planned practice and amount.) 

 Signature_________________________________  Title_______________________ Date_______________ 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

Jason.Randolph
Typewritten Text

Jason.Randolph
Typewritten Text
(304) 284-7581 or (304) 284-7579
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