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CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION 326 - CLEARING AND SNAGGING               
 
 
1. SCOPE 
The work consists of removing vegetation along the bank (clearing) and/or selective removal 
of snags, drifts or other obstructions (snagging) from natural or improved channels and 
streams.  Incorporate measures and construction methods that enhance fish and wildlife 
values and provide erosion and sediment control as shown on the plans (drawings). 
 
2. MARKING 
Clearly mark and designate ingress and egress areas as directed by the NRCS 
representative and/or landowner unless otherwise specified on the plans.  Mark the limits of 
the area(s) to be cleared and/or snagged with stakes, flags, and tree markings or other 
suitable methods. 
 
3. CLEARING AND SNAGGING 
Visibly mark trees or woody vegetation to be left undisturbed.  Clear all snags or trees not 
marked for preservation.  
 
In areas to be cleared, cut the trees, brush, and other woody vegetation to the specified 
height above ground level. Selectively remove downed trees, logs, drifts, debris and other 
obstructions lying entirely or partly in the channel.  Remove piling, piers, headwalls, and mid-
channel sediment bars that obstruct the free flow of water as specified in the drawings. 
Perform selective snagging, where possible, with hand-operated equipment, water-based 
equipment, or small equipment used in a manner that will minimize soil, water, and other 
resource disturbances. 
 
Avoid damage to other trees and property that are not a part of the clearing and snagging 
operation when felling trees.  Protect and maintain key shade, food, and den trees when their 
removal is not necessary. 
 
If herbicide treatment is planned, treat the stumps and brush in the specified area at the time 
of clearing according to the manufacturer’s recommendations for the herbicide being used.  
Use herbicides designated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for use around 
streams. 
 
4. DISPOSAL 
When shown on the plans, securely fasten trees, logs, and other woody debris to help 
stabilize the stream bank, modify channel flow, and provide habitat and cover for fish. Burn, 
bury or pile trees, logs, and all combustible material resulting from the clearing and snagging 
operations, in areas specified by the NRCS representative and landowner unless otherwise 
shown on the plans. 
 
Comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations when burning and disposing of 
burned materials.  Dispose of burned material to prevent the material from re-entering the 
channel.  Bury residue from burning and non-combustible material outside the channel and 
floodplain in the designated area. Cover buried material with a minimum of 1.0 ft. of earthfill, 
unless otherwise stated on the plans. 
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5. SAFETY 
Carry out all operations in a safe and skillful manner by using appropriate safety measures, 
protection and equipment. Observe all safety and health regulations.   
 
6. EROSION AND POLLUTION CONTROL 
Perform construction operations to prevent chemicals, fuels, lubricants, and waste materials 
from entering the stream. Operate construction equipment from the channel bank and use 
only hand-operated equipment in the channel wherever possible. 
 
Conduct construction operations to minimize erosion, air and water pollution within 
construction limits and according to federal, state, and local laws and permits.  
 
7. SEEDING 
Upon completion of construction, grade and blend all disturbed areas with the surrounding 
ground. Establish vegetation on all exposed surfaces when soil and climatic conditions 
permit.   
 
For disturbed areas away from the channel, prepare seedbed, spread lime and fertilizer at 
the specified rate, and disk into the soil to a depth of 4 inches.  Apply seed on all disturbed 
areas including the channel bank at the specified rate. Mulch disturbed areas away from the 
channel at the specified rate.  
 
Use temporary vegetation for protection until conditions are suitable for establishment of 
permanent vegetation when approved by the NRCS representative. Use non-vegetative 
treatment such as mulches or gravel where soil or climatic conditions do not permit the 
establishment of vegetation. 
 
8. FINAL SITE 
Upon completion of construction, grade all disturbed areas to blend with the surrounding 
area.  Perform all construction in an acceptable manner. 
 
 
 


