Uses and Charactenstlcs of Plant
Materials i in West Vlrgmla i

All of us depend on plants for our survnval '
but through a lack of understanding or
disrespect, we don't realize the benefits
they can provide. Our attitudes are formu-
lated by our perception of the environment
surrounding us. Many times plants are
stereotyped as being just cosmetic ele-
ments beautifying the landscape.

Plant materials provide many functions that

we take for granted, such as space articu-

vlatlon dlrectmg, regulating, and manipulat-

ing us through a space. Plants function as

“atmospheric purifiers capable of absorbing

large quantities of noxious gases, objec-
tionable odors, dust and dirt particles.

These are just a few of the benefits that

plants provide us every day of our lives.

The following tables will suggest some
uses of plants commonly found i m thts part
of the United States:

Many varieties selected for erosion control also beautify construction sites
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