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Tools to determine and document the Benchmark and Planned Conditions

Resource Concerns:
· SVAP2: Stream Visual Assessment Protocol (National Biology Handbook, Part 614)
· Soil Diagnostic Evaluations (EC Meter, Area Resource Soil Scientist; Sodium Absorption Ratio Test, Soil Lab)
· FIRI: Farm Irrigation Rating Index (eFOTG/Section I/Tools & Forms/Tools)
· Nutrient Budget (WY-ECS-44)
· Crop Tolerance Table (eFOTG/Section I/Erosion Prediction/Wind Erosion)
· PCS: Pasture Condition Score (WY-ECS-55)
· FSG: Forage Suitability Group (eFOTG/Section II/FSG/Soil Map Unit Groupings/2.Narrative Descriptions)
· Feed and Forage Balance (WY-ECS-2: WY Grazing Tool)
· RHA: Rangeland Health Assessment (WY-ECS-37)
· Rangeland Trend Worksheet (WY-ECS-23)
· Similarity Index Worksheet (WY-ECS-1 & 1b)
· Ecological Site Descriptions (eFOTG/Section II/ESD/ESD)
· Forestry Inventory Plots (WY-ECS-32)
· Forestry Transect Forms (WY-ECS-31)
· WHEGs (eFOTG/Section I/Technical Notes by Discipline/Biology Technical Notes 39a,39b,39c,39d,39e,42a,43a)
· NRCS Energy Estimator (NRCS National website/Energy/Tools)
· Conservation on the Farm Checklist (not available at this time)

Special Environmental Concerns:
· Clean Air Act
· DEQ Regulated Air Pollutant (DEQ Burn Permit)
· EPA Nonattainment Designations: http://www.epa.gov/oaqps001/greenbk/ancl.html
· Upper Green River Basin Area in Sublette, Sweetwater, and Lincoln Counties for ozone
· Sheridan County for PM
· Class I Air Sheds are areas of national or regional natural, scenic, recreational, or historic value that are given special protection under the CAA (National Parks, Wilderness Areas, Historic sites).
· Clean Water Act
· Section 404 Clearance by USACE (Use documentation form for correspondence with USACE)
· Section 303(d): GIS layer on local servers (Geodata/hydrography/2012_303d)
· Section 402: WYPDES from DEQ
· EPA Impaired Waters web application http://watersgeo.epa.gov/mywaterway/
· Coastal Zone Management (Not Present in WY)
· Coral Reefs (Not Present in WY)
· Cultural Resources
· IRMA (Use minimum 100 ft. buffer for direct APE. View shed is project dependent; consult with NRCS SCRS for specific projects)
· SHPO Database
· T&E Species
· IRMA (Use minimum ¾ mile buffer around project site)
· Federal and State species list (link in IRMA)
· Critical use periods for Sage Grouse (March 15 – June 30); refer to practice standards for additional buffer restrictions.  General setbacks of 0.6 mile for structural practices 
· Critical use periods for BGE (January 1 – August 15) 
· Critical use periods for other species (March 1 – August 15) 
	Consult with NRCS State Biologist for specific project and species information.
· Environmental Justice
· Census data: low-income, minority, Indian Tribes, or other specified populations (Geodata/census)
· Essential Fish Habitat (Not Present in WY)
· Floodplain Management
· WSS: Flood rating of “Rare”
· FEMA flood insurance maps
· Invasive Species
· Federal and state noxious weed list (PLANTS database, http://plants.usda.gov)
· Aerial photography for forestry infestations
· Transect forms for forestry infestations (WY-ECS-31)
· Visual observations/Client consultation
· MB/BGEPA
· IRMA (Use minimum ¾ mile buffer around project site)
· IRMA may have BGE information, but MB is not covered
· Migratory Birds are everywhere, so consider the impacts of the proposed actions for them.  Will it result in a “take” for MB (kill a bird or destroy an active nest)?
· MB Nesting Seasons (minimum required avoidance: May 15 – July 15) 
· BGE Nesting Seasons (January 1 – August 15) 
	Consult with NRCS State Biologist for specific project and species information.
· Natural Areas
· Federal Designations
· State Designations
· Professional Society Designations
· Foundation or Conservation Organization Designations
· Private Landowner Designations
· Prime & Unique Farmlands
· Prime Farmland: WSS classification
· Unique Farmland: none in WY
· State Important soils: none in WY
· Locally Important soils: Conservation Districts, SSS (none on file at SO)
· Riparian Areas
· USGS quad map: blue line generally indicates RA
· Visual Assessment: they are distinctively different from the surrounding lands because of unique soil and vegetative characteristics that are strongly influenced by free or unbound water in the soil.
· Riparian ecosystems occupy the transitional area between the terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems.
· Soils: Entisols, Fluvents, Fluvic, Aquic
· WSS Water features report
· Scenic Beauty
· Visual Assessment of site, based on uniqueness, textures, colors
· Landform: horizon or skyline, topography, slope, and aspect
· Water: gurgling, rushing, spurting, falling, calm, or placid
· Vegetation: size, form, color, texture, and planting pattern
· Structures: farmhouses, barns, silos, wooden fences, stone walls, windmills, two-lane roads
· Wetlands
· USACE determination: use documentation form for correspondence with USACE
· Does not include AW created by irrigation water alone.
· Hydric soils, hydrophytic vegetation, indicators of wetland hydrology
· Mostly off-site tools for wetland inventory to document that it does not exist:
· USGS quad map: blue indicates water, may/may not be wetland
· Ortho imagery
· WSS: Soil mapping and hydric soils list
· WSS: Water features report
· NWI: National Wetland Inventory maps
· ESD: Ecological Site Descriptions
· Field verification
· Landowner input about hydrology
· Wild & Scenic Rivers
· NPS Wild and Scenic Rivers data (Geodata/hydrography/Wild and Scenic layer)
· NPS Nationwide Rivers Inventory data (Geodata/hydrography/Nationwide Rivers Inventory layer)
· Designated boundaries generally average ¼ mile on either bank
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