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WYOMING PLANT MATERIALS TECH NOTE 9 
____________________________________________________________ 

Plant Material Program Releases Suitable For Conservation Buffers 
 

 
The Bridger MT Plant Materials Center has released plant materials suitable for conservation 
buffers in their Service Area. 
 
Conservation Buffers are small areas or strips of land in permanent vegetation designed to 
complement other conservation practices that help: 
 

• Prevent soil erosion 
• Protect and enhance soil quality 
• Prevent air and water pollution 
• Improve wildlife habitat 

 
Conservation  Practices include: 

Contour Buffer Strips                              Grassed Waterways 
Cross Wind Trap                                     Herbaceous Wind Barriers                  
Filter Borders                                          Riparian Forest Buffers 
Filter Strips                                              Vegetative Barrier 

      Shallow Water Areas for Wildlife             Streambank/Shoreline Protection 
      Wildlife Upland Habitat Management      Windbreaks/Shelterbelts 
       
        
Selecting the proper plant species is key to the overall effectiveness of installed buffers. 
Factors to consider when selecting appropriate plant species include: 
 

• Planting objectives 
• Site characteristics 
• Climate 
• Plant adaptability 
• Plant attributes that enhance buffer effectiveness 

 
The accompanying table provides a list of plants developed by the NRCS Plant Materials 
Program, Bridger, Montana. The table is presented for general guidance. Check the local NRCS 
Field Office Technical Guide for plant species adaptability and performance, establishment 
techniques and management for specific conservation practices in your locale. 
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With proper planning, resource inventory, site preparation, plant species selection, seed quality, 
seeding techniques and subsequent management, landowners can successfully establish an 
array of plant species to serve as effective conservation buffers. 
 
For more information the use of vegetation to address conservation needs, visit the NRCS Plant 
Materials Program website at : www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/mtpmc  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Visit the Plant Materials Program website at:  

http://Plant-Materials.nrcs.usda.gov 
PLANT SOLUTIONS FOR CONSERVATION NEEDS 

The USDA prohibits discrimination in its programs 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 

religion, age , disability, political beliefs, and marital 
or family status. (not all prohibited bases apply to all 

programs.) Person with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program 
information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) 

should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202 720-
2600 (voice and TDD). 

 

To file a complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC 
20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720 

1127 (TDD). USDA is an equal employment 
opportunity employer. 
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PLANT MATERIALS PROGRAM RELEASES SUITABLE FOR CONSERVATION BUFFERS

, ~'!~17rR ~ 1 " 'gf ~
C>,) 1r ~ C>,) s 3~ ~ ~~!f
~tt ~ I f I ~ t;llJ, C>,) !!~:f:.!"I

JJ III 't~I.fV1ifIOI:I' 0 C>,) I:) {(i ~ d'1;'f' «; f!f ~ ~ ~
llJ ~ Ii'l ;JJ" it K~ 0 ••.0 q'f' I!'# s 1!' ~ CI ~ ~flI ..., '¥#::PLANT MATERIALS FOR 8 .p 'IL~ I~ Ii r« I ~$gtl ~~~CONSERVA nON BUFFERS

GRASSES

SwItdIg""", 'Sunbu",r, 'DlIGolah' X X X X X X X X X X X

Big BI_ 'BIson', 'Sunnyvlew' X X X X X X X

Bullalog••• B_k Genotype X X X X

Iw•• tem Wheatgrua 'Rosana', X X X X X X X X

'Rodan', 'Arriba'

Thlcksplke _III •.••••'Crltana', X X X X X X X

'Bannock'

Streambank WMatg ••• 'Sodar' X X X X X X X

Slender WMatgroa 'Pryor', X X X X X X X

'Son luis'

Tall_to'" 'Jose', 'Alkar' X X X X X X X X X

Crested WMatg •.••••'Hycrest' X X X

Pubeecenl WMatg""", 'Manska', X X X X X X X X

"Luna'

Intennedlsle Wheatgroa 'Rush', X X X X X X X X

'Oahe'

Basin WIldrye 'TrallhHd', 'Magnar' X X X X X X

AllalWlldrye 'PraIrie/and' X X X X X X X X X

Russian Wlldrye 'BozoIsky_ X X X X X

Beardl••• WIldrye 'Shoshone' X X X X X X X X

Canada Wlldrye 'Mandan' X X X

Canada b1ueg••• 'Rue_' X X

Oahurlan wIldrye 'Arthur' 'J_' X X X X X

Smooth Brome 'UncoIn', 'Me_' X X X X X X

Meadow_ 'Regar' X X X X X X X

Tall Fescue "AIIa", 'Fawn" X X X X X X X

Creeping Foxtail 'Garrison' X X X X X X X

Reed canaryg •.••• Venture' X X X X X X X

Orchantg •.•••• 'laIar', 'Potomac' X X X X

LEGUMES I FORBS

Alfalfa X X X X X X

Cicer Mllkvetch 'Lu!ana', 'Monarch" X X X X X

BlrclsfoolTrefoil X X X X X X

iAJslkeClowr X X X X X

Red Clover X X X

Strawberry Clover X X X X

WhIleClover X X X

Solnloln 'Esld', 'Remoni', 'Melrose' X X X X X
YellowBlossom S-Iclover X X X X X X
Purple Prairie Clover 'Kaneb' X X X
Slender While Prairie Clover, X X X

Antelope Germplum

L_ Flax 'Appar' X X X

MaxlmIIllanSu_ X X X X

Small Burnell '08 •••• X X X

TREES AND SHRUBS

Fourwlnged Sollbush Wylana' X X X X

Rocky Mountain Juniper X X X X

SHverberry X X X X X X
Butraloberry X X X X X X

Rose X X X X X
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